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OAU endorses Rhodesia guerrillas 

LOME, Feb* ■'28 (R). — The Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) Ministerial Council .today voted to support- 
continued guerrilla war against Rhodesia’s white mino- 
rity government. In one of several resolutions passed at 
a r^ethiE hear, the cotjncfl regretted the breakdown of 
the Geneva talks oh Rhodesia and supported the conti- 
nued armed struggle. On the Middle East, the council 
renewed its call to Israel to withdraw from all occupied 
Arab territories and to recognise the Palestinians’ rights 
to sovereignty.Tfce OAU ministers repeated their con- 
demnation at a mercenary invasion of Benin last month, 
in which Morocco and Gabon have been implicated. 



■-'-iti.', ’viP> 


St - ’ ' 
JT~ S ' ■*':'* V/-’V' 

• :■ ■ .vi 1 -* v- ;' r 



An IndependerifcS^b political daily p^^t^^y^^jbrdan Press Foundation 

« ^ jB » yajfl «*-■ a— JU o* *** *0 «»» 


Angolan rebels kill 43 in rai 

LUANDA* Angola, Feb. 28 (R). — Anti-government: guer- 
rillas supported by mercenaries and Zaireans have killed 
43 people and wounded 25 others in a raid on a north- 
ern Angolan village, the Defence Ministry announced 
here today.. A statement, underscoring continuing tension 
between Angola end its northern neighbour, said “appro- 
priate measures" would be taken by government forces 
to prevent further attacks, but it did not elaborate. A 
force of 200 rebel Angolans and Zaireans, accompanied 
by three European mercenaries, attacked the village of 
Pangala, 20 lmw inside Angola’s northern border on 
Saturday at 6 am., the statement said. Those killed were 
defenceless men, women and children, the statement' 1 
added. 
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la Newsweek interview 



King Hussein : Washington 
Post allegations meant 
to undermine peace 
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1st ftijAMMAN (JNA). — His Majesty 
Hussein has dismissed all- 
_ .tions by the Washington Fo- 
st of the existence -of links bet- 
~-;lJ (t.TT'ween the Central Intelligence 
C:! -- .^jAgency (CIA) and Jordan as 
J -:~. . "pure fabrication-" and a scu- 

C.W^rrilous attempt to undermine 
Middle East peace efforts. 

:: ho»— ^ -The JCng sald in- an interview, 
1 1 v ^ which is to appear in the next 

i : Edition of Newsweek magazine, 

■ the people behind the all- 

i. L i. ^ 2ga tions (subsequently- carried 
■a.-j / other U.S., newspapers) we- 

V’. ■ out to blacken the reputa- 

•*). sfkm of those who are in a po- 
11 \ sition-to make a contribution 
, ‘ •*'p l v . j^to toe quest for peace in toe 
F T.«it /legion. 

u (C - it is clear, the King said, that 
"*■ ■!>■.■« til Jthe timing of the publication of 
-i-O^ the article, which coinddecf 
' - r ~^ Let., with -the arrival of U.S. Secre- 
•; tary of State Cyrus Vance in 
i>... Cqw Amman, was no accident The 
• - ^people behind the allegations 

Hussein visits 


Khaled 


; ,L v^ 

r: . ^‘LONDON, Feb. 28 (JNA). — 

: ha -His Majesty King Hussein today 
■ ■ > - called for the second time on 
' ..•'King -Khaled of Saudi Arabia. 
• „ ".who is currently recuperating 
;. from surgery at r Wellington 
Hospital. 


are out to undermine Mideast 
peace efforts so as to perpetu- 
ate the Israeli occupation of 
Arab territories, he said. 

The individuals in question, 
King Hussein added, have no 
scruples against resorting to 
character assassination to ach- 
ieve their ends, even against 
people working for peace. 

Nevertheless, the King said, 
this would not deter him from 
his objective, and he would 
continue to work for a just and 
lasting peace in the Middle 
East. 

Any financial support Jordan 
received was to bolster our po- 
tential and toe strength of our 
country, he said. We have re- 
ceived foreign aid from differe- 
nt sources over the 'years, some 
of which went to strengthen 
our security forces. 

We have always tried to ac- 
quire technical expertise and 
equipment to improve and str- 
engthen our capacity to face 
an ongoing world conflict. If 
there was a meeting of interests 
between us and the United Sta- 
tes that only means we are and 
shall remain convinced of con- 
structive cooperation when ever 
and wherever possible. 

“To say that money was paid 
for personal reasons is a pure 
fabrication my people know me 
as I know them ... and these 
campaigns against us are to no 
avail ... we are strong enough 
to withstand them," he said. 


Pledge to liberate occupied territories 

Egypt, Syria, Sudan 
form unified command 


In report to Security Council 
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remain intractable 
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UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 28 
United Nations Secreta- 
ry General Kurt Waldheim, in 
. « ri a sombre report on his recent 
JvIlMQddle East mission, said today 
all sides in the confict would, 
ij-have to change their attitude 
<0|fflbefore the Geneva peace confe- 
rence could be reconvened. 

4 The General Assembly has 
sailed . for its resumption _ by . 
•''March 32. 

: In his report, addressed to 
. ". the Security Council, Div Wald- 
''•Jbeim' said the main issues in 
■ J the conflict remained intracta- 
ale, but there -was an increas- 
‘ ing awareness that an oppor- 
tunlty now existed to_ resume 
.v„'V aegotiations. 

V If this opportunity was not 
seized, Dr. Waldheim - ' said, 

- ' toere were grave dangers that 
toe situation would deteriorate 
. .’•'Mice again.” " 

• *Tf is vital that we catch toe 
prevailing' spirit of moderation 
.*■ 'and ■ realism before it evapor- 
. . .. ..vales . ..." he said. 

fir . Waldheim said in his six- 
page report that the immediate 
. ;-T>roWem- about reconvening the 
-• G en e ? a conference recessed 
. i- smce December 1973 - - was the 
j --T^xticipatirai of the. Palestine 
__ -iXiberatioQ Organisation (PLO) 

.. r and- the representation of the 
..-interests and rights of the 
-■/Palestinian, people. 

.v : • "A^topugh I have explored 
.; with all parties the possibility 


of surmounting this obstacle by 
various arrangements, I do not 
believe that it can be surmoun- 
ted by purely procedural mea- 
ns without certain changes in 
attitude on all sides,” Dr. Wal- 
dheim said. 

“Such changes would involve 
mutual recognition of the legi- 
timacy of the claims of- the di- 
fferent parties in suitable for- 
ms and with adequate guara- 
ntees and an effort on all sides 
to define more clearly the sh- 
ape of an ultimate peace settle- 
ment in the Middle East.” 

He said the attitude of toe 
PLO and Israel towards each 
other, plus the status of the 
Palestinians in a future settle- 
ment, were areas where chan- 
ges were needed in order to all- 
ow progress. 

“I hope very much that th- 
rough further efforts on all si- 
des, it will prove possible to 
bring about the adjustments 
which are indispensable to fur- 
ther progress in solving the 
problem,” he said. 

Dr. Waldheim, who visited 
Egypt Syria, Saudi Arabia, Le- 
banon, Jordan and Israel dur- 
ing bis mission, discussed the 
Middle East situation at the 
weekend with President Carter 
and Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance, who is also just back 
from the area. - 

The Security Council is ex- 
pected to consider Dr. Waldhe- 
im’s report in March. 


De Guiringaud: Arab 
leaders are “indisputably 

over peace 



. , PARIS, Ffcb. 28 (R), — French 
■ Foreign Minister Louis tie Gul- 
ringaud said today the Arab 
leaders he met during his re- 
yCent Middle East tour, really 
^ -wanted peace, but he doubted 
it could' be ' whSerod "this- 
year. 

-irf “I don’t think peace wffl be 
'*■’ achieved in I977j^dthDugh con- 
Editions for progress -towards 
: ;peace have never been so good 

.tf- for many years," he' said at a 
-•* ^press' luntheoin. - • 

i & M. de Guiringaud however 
expressed “moderate optimism^ 
& about the chances for an-.eveh- 
f Mf 1 tual Middle East settlement, . 
jd foBmring recent vlsfts to teba-- 


non, Syria, Jordan and Egypt, 
among Whose leaders he found 
“indisputable realism”, 

. “1 found a real desire for 
peace among toe Arab lead- 
ers", he said. 

Whereas at the start the 
United Nations decision creat- 
ing the state of Israel had been 
disputed by the Arabs; “in toe 
four countries mentioned the 
existence of toe Israeli state is 
now recognised," be said, ‘7 
call that realism," 

But Arab leaders wanted Pa- 
lestinian participation in a set- 
tlement, and toe Palestinian en- 
tity to be established on terri- 
tories evacuated by Israel and 
to- have a link with Jordan. 


OPEC MEETING - - Finance ministers of member countries of toe Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) open their meeting Monday at the Conference Hah in Vienna's Hofburg 
Palace. The ministers are meeting to allocate the sum of $1 billion in aid to Third World nations. 

OPEC meets in Vienna to allocate 
Sib in aid to Third World nations 


VIENNA Feb. 2S, (Rr. — Oil- 
exporting nations set’ priorities 
today for allocation of millions 
of petrodollars in aid to Third 
World governments burdened 
by higher petroleum prices. 

.Finance ministers of the Or- 
ganisation of Petroleum Expor- 
ting Countries tOPEC; will de- 
cide this week on the distribu- 
tion of nearly $1 billion taken 
from oil sale profits. 

The finance ministers met un- 
der tight security at Vienna's 
Hofburg Palace to plan the se- 
cond phase of an aid scheme 
launched by OPEC for the be- 
nefit of the Third World. 

While OPEC has refused to 
sanction price uiscuuM5“ for 
poorer Asian. African and La- 
tin American Customers, it has 
agreed to siphon off a share 
of oil revenues to help pay for 
industrial and other projects 
in developing countries. 

OPEC spokesman Hamid Za- 
heri said the finance ministers 
would probably allocate funds 
for interest-free balance of pay- 
ments support loans, for pro- 
ject financing, and for a Uni- 


ted Nations fund tc cushion 
raw material producers against 
sudden price fluctuations. 

Mr. Zaheri said a current 
OPEC dispute over oil prices 
had nothing to do with the fin- 
ance ministers and would not 
be aired at the two-day meet- 
ing. Saudi Arabia and the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates have refu- 
sed to join other OPEC memb- 
ers in a projected 15 per cent 
price rise this year. 

OPEC decided last December 
to provide development aid wo- 
rth S500 million in 1977. A si- 
milar sum was voted Jast year, 
and more than $600 million 
have been distributed so far. 

The OPEC spokesman said 
a!l 13 members of the organi- 
sation would contribute this 
year, including Ecuador, which 
backed out last year for finan- 
cial reasons. 

He said the finance ministers 
would decide on the size of 
national contributions, expec- 
ted to be similar to Jast year, 
when OPEC's richest members, 
Iran. Saudi Arabia and Venezu- 
ela, made the largest dona- 


tions, totalling more than S500 
million. 

Other OPEC members are Al- 
geria, Gabon, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Libya. Nigeria, Qatar, 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

Hundreds of Austrian police 
were mobilised to protect toe 
finance ministers when they 
arrived during the weekend, and 
at their hotel and at all app- 
roaches to the palace where 
they met. 

Austria's toughest security 
net was ordered because the 
government was seriously em- 
barrassed when guerrillas am- 
bushed an OPEC conference 
here in December 1975 and sei- 
zed 10 oil ministers as hosta- 
ges. 

Although the finance minis- 
ters have twice met here since 
the 1975 raid, and smaller 
OPEC meetings have also been 
held at the organisation’s Vie- 
nna headquarters, the oil mini- 
sters, who set prices, have re- 
fused to return to the Austrian 
capital. They have arranged 
their next meeting in Stockholm 
in July. 


Clifford tells Owen in London: 
All parties to Cypriot dispute 
want it dealt with this year 


LONDON, Feb. 28, (R). — AH 
the parties involved in the pro- 
tracted Cyprus dispute wanted 
it dealt with, this year, U.S. pre- 
sidential envoy Clark Clifford 
made clear here today, infor- 
med British sources said. 

He added that the United St- 
ates shared this desire, they 
reported. 

Mr. Clifford, a former defe- 
nce secretary, was briefing Bri- 
tain’s Foreign Secretary Dr. Da- 
vid Owen after visiting Athens, 
Ankara, and Nicosia to find 
out how the United States could 
help end the dispute between 
the majority Greek-Cypriots 
and minority Turkish-Cypriots 
on the island. 

The sources said it was clear 
from Mr. Clifford’s report that 
a considerable number of int- 
ractable problems had to be 
solved. 

Mr. Clifford, who arrived 
here from Nicosia on Saturday, 
will fly back to Washington 
tomorrow. 

Mr. Clifford, during the one- 
hour meeting with Dr. Owen, 
reported a feeling that some 
modest progress had been ach- 


ieved which it was important 
to follow up in the inter-comm- 
unal talks. These are due to be 
resumed in Vienna at the end 
of March. 

The sources said toe British 
felt the Cypriot problem should 
be solvable through the inter- 
communal talks. 

Mr. Clifford has said that if 
the same spirit of goodwill is 
shown when both sides get to- 
gether in Vienna as was shown 
to him during his mission, he 
could see no reason why a sett- 
lement could not be reached 
this year. 

“In the past they have both 
just made speeches at each 
other. But now they agree that 
serious negotiations should be- 
gin.” he told reporters on arri- 
val here. 

Mr. Clifford specially briefed 
Dr. Owen, who became foreign 
secretary a week ago following 
the death of Mr. Anthony Cro- 
sland, because he is chairman 
of tlie European Economic Com- 
munity's Council of Ministers. 

The nine-nation European Co- 
mmunity has told Greece, Tur- 
key, President Archbishop Ma- 


karios of Cyprus and his oppo- 
site number Turkish-Cypriot 
leader, Mr. Rauf Denktash, that 
a solution should preserve the 
territorial integrity of the Cy- 
priot Republic. 

Such a solution, in toe Co- 
mmon Market view, should pro- 
vide conditions which guaran- 
tee the viability and security 
of the Cypriot state and of both 

communities. 

The nine hope that concess- 
ions on both sides, taking into 
account toe legitimate interests 
of the two communities, will 
result in an equitable settle- 
ment as regards both territory 
and institutions. 

The Common Market countr- 
ies look forward to effective 
progress towards a negotiated 
settlement within a realistic ti- 
mescale, British officials reca- 
lled. 

Mr. Frank Judd, the new Bri- 
tish Deputy Foreign Minister, 
attended today's Clifford-Owen 
talks. 

Dr. Owen later gave an off- 
icial luncheon in Mr. Clifford's 
honour. 



KHARTOUM, Feb. 28 (R). — 
Egypt, Syria and Sudan today 
agreed to form a unified politi- 
cal command, and pledged to 
use all their resources to libe- 
rate occupied Arab territories 
if Israel continued, to obstruct 
Middle East peace efforts. 

Presidents Anwar Sadat of 
Egypt, Hafez Assad of Syria 
and Jaafar Nimeiri of Sudan 
announced the decisions in a 
joint communique tonight after 
two days of talks here. 

The communique did not ma- 
ke clear whether toe unified 
command would be along the 
same lines as that established 
last December between Egypt 
and Syria. 

It said joint committees wo- 
uld be set up to draft unified 
policies in constitutional affairs, 
defence, national security, fo- 
reign affairs, economy, finan- 
ce, education, culture and ad- 
ministration. 

The move stemmed from the 
presidents' belief in full Arab 
unity as a strategic goal, it 
said. 

The three leaders said that 
"They reaffirm that all milita- 
ry and economic means would 
be used to liberate Arab terri- 
tories and restore the rights of 
the Palestine people if the Is- 
raeli enemy continued putting 
obstacles to obstruct political 
efforts to realise a just and per- 
manent peace." 

President Assad said he ho- 
ped the command would beco- 
me toe nucleus for full Arab 
unity in toe future. 

Gush Emunim 
tries to set up 
new settlement 

TEL AVIV, Feb. 28 (R). — A 
group of 30 ultra-nationalist 
Israelis yesterday began to set 
up an unauthorised settlement 
about 22 kms northeast of Tel 
Aviv just inside the occupied 
West Bank. 

The young men and women 
told reporters they were the 
vanguard of 800 members of 
Gush Emunim (Faith Bloc) who 
plan to establish a permanent 
settlement near the Arab vill- 
age of Mesha. 

They brought tents and buil- 
ding material, moving into an 
abandoned former Jor danian 
police station. 

The Gush F.munim movement 
made three attempts to settle 
at Mesha last year but were 
forced out by the Israeli army. 

Meanwhile, about 50 Arab 
students have gone on a three- 
day hunger strike at Hebrew 
University to protest against 
the poor prison conditions un- 
der which Arab inmates of Ash- 
keion jail are held. 

There are 386 Palestinians 
held in Ashkelon jail. They 
went on a hunger strike at the 
end of last week to protest aga- 
inst the conditions of their im- 
prisonment. They also went on 
hunger strike for several weeks 
last month and in December. 


President Nimeiri described 
toe agreement as the real be- 
ginning in a unitary upsurge of 
the Arab nation. 

But all three leaders were 
known to be anxious not to 
rush into union too hastily. The 
memories of the ill-fated Sy- 
rian-Egyptian union in the Uni- 
ted Arab Republic between 
1958 and 1961 are still vivid. 

Egypt and Sudan agreed on 
a political and economic inte- 
gration pact in February 1974 
and signed a defence agreement 
last July. 

Egypt and Syria established 
a unified political command last 
December. 

Observers saw the integra- 
tion of Sudan Into the unified 
command as a natural develo- 
pment of the economic integra- 
tion programme and strong de- 
fence links already existing be- 
tween Cairo and Khartoum. 

Policy towards Libya and 
Red Sea security were among 
the key issues underlying the 
meeting between the three pre- 
sidents of according to obser- 
vers here. 

Saudi Arabia's Oil Minister, 
Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, 
arrived in IQiartoum yesterday. 

The official reason given for 
his visit was to attend a meet- 
ing of the Saudi -Sudanese com- 
mittee for the exploitation of 
Red Sea minerals. 


But Sheikh Yamani was quo- 
ted by the Sudan News Agency 
as having said Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and the Sudan were wo- 
rking together to ensure Red 
Sea security. 

President Nimeiri received 
two messages from Saudi 
Crown Prince Fahd and the Sa- 
udi government in the past two 
days. The messages were belie? 
ved to be within the fra: re- 
work of the continuing consul- 
tations between the two coun- 
tries. 

Reliable sources said Saudi 
Arabia had opted to make its 
views on Red Sea security 

known through contacts with 
Sudan. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 

Ismail Fahmi who is in Khar- 
toum for the meeting, described 
the importance of the summit 
as "historic". As President Sa- 
dat had pointed out, Mr. Fahmi 
said, the three countries repre- 
sented half toe population of 
the Arab World, and ail were 
“confrontation states." 

The Red Sea, Mr. Fjitih: said, 
was an Arab "lake of pjact" 
ami Egypt could not afford to 
see foreign influence there. 

President Sadat and As»ati 
later left for Cairo. 

President Assad is expected 
to return to Damascus tomo- 
rrow, the Egyptian official Mid- 
dle East News Agency said. 


After meeting with leftists 

Sarkis: We are trying 
to cool south Lebanon 


BEIRUT, Feb. 28 (R). — Presi- 
dent E lia s Sarkis is trying to 
cool the troubled situation in 
southern Lebanon and plans to 
raise it with Arab leaders, he 
told a delegation of leftwingers 
which called on him today. 

Dr. Samir Sabbagh, of the 
Nasserite movement, told new- 
smen after the meeting: "We 
understood from the president 
that he is tackling the question 
of the south with the state’s 
special means, which is diplo- 
macy." 

Dr. Sabbagh said the delega- 
tion asked the president about 
proposals for a United Nations 
force in toe south, but it was 
told this was "hot an official 
subject" 

Foreign Minister Fuad Bu- 
tros, who conferred today with 
U.S. Ambassador Richard Par- 
ker, aid after the meeting that 
the government had taken no 
decision so far on the idea of 
asking for UN. peacekeeping 
troops in the south. 

The minister, who is to con- 
fer tomorrow with Soviet Am- 
bassador Alexander Soldatov, 
said a thorough study of the 
ramifications of such-move 
must first be made. 

The U.S. ambassador today 
also called on Prime Minister 
Selim Al-Hoss to discuss Ame- 
rican aid to war-ravaged Leba- 
non, 


Authoritative sources said 
yesterday that President Sarkis 
is to pay an official visit to 
France at the end of April or 
the- beginning of May. 

In a separate development, 
the Kuwaiti newspaper A1 Qa- 
bas reported today that a num- 
ber of senior Lebanese army 
and police officers had resi- 
gned, including the army com- 
mander, Gen. Hanna Saeed. 

In a despatch from Beirut, 
the newspaper said others who 
had resigned under a govern- 
ment offered option included 
Col. Antoine Baiakat, who fo- 
ught alongside the rightists in 
Lebanon's civil war. and Col. 
Antoine Dabdah, Director Ge- 
neral of Public Security. 

According to the paper, the 
Lebanese government had is- 
sued two decrees granting 
such officers a three-month pe- 
riod in which to resign if they 
wished, after which it would 
have toe right to retire them 
on pension or discharge them. 

On the economic scer.e, Sau- 
di Arabia has decided to give 
Lebanon 50 million Le banes e 
pounds (about £i0 million) to 
extend relief to war refugees. 

This was announced today 
by Saudi Ambassador Ali A! 
Shaer on his arrival here from 
London after visiting King 
Khaled, now convalescing the- 
re after an operation. 


Amin: Meeting with Americans 
arranged at their own request 


CLIFFORD-OWEN TALKS - - Mr. Claris Clifford, US. President Carter’s special Aegean envoy (left), 
talks with Britain's new Foreign Secretary Dr. David Owen during their meeting at London's Fo- 
reign Office Monday. (AP wirephoto). 


NAIROBI, Feb. 28, (Agencies) 
— President Id! Amin, revert- 
ing to a reassuring tone about 
Americans in Uganda, said to- 
day that his Wednesday meet- 
ing with them was actually 
being arranged at their request. 

Radio Uganda, reporting the 
president to be in a “jovial mo- 
od,” said he had also thanked 
Americans working for Uganda 
Airlines and assured them that 
“Uganda would never be aga- 
inst them." 

The president thanked Ame- 
rican missionaries in his coun- 
try for their work and said 
they deserved honours. 

Radio Uganda dropped pre- 
vious warnings of possible in- 
vasion attempts and orders for 
an around-the-clock alert by 
the armed services issued yes- 
terday. 

A group of American airmen 
and engineers fly and service 
Uganda Airline planes. 

Radio Uganda said President 
Amin visited them at Entebbe 
Airport and "thanked them for 
their excellent work in flying 
Uganda's exports and imports." 

The broadcast said : 

“The field marshal, in jovial 
mood, told the expatriates to 
enjoy themselves. He added be 


was not in a battlefield and 
he was happy. He said some 
leaders and journalists misun- 
derstood him when he said he 
wanted to meet all the U.S. 
nationals in Uganda.” 

Radio Uganda added : 

“The meeting was. actually 
at the request of the U.S. na- 
tionals. The Americans wonde- 
red the (President Amin) had 
not met them when he had met 
others, particularly Britons, lie 
wants to thank all the Ameri- 
cans together and that is why 
he asked them not to leave the 
country.” 

The radio also said President 
Amin received a message from 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of 
Zaire inquiring about the Ame- 
ricans in Uganda. 

In his reply. President Amin 
said there was “ho cause for 
alarm.” Many Americans had 
rendered “memorable services" 
and the president “wants to ho- 
nour some of them with me- 
dals." 

Earlier today Radio Uganda 
repeated last night’s broadcast 
which left out previous assur- 
ances that the Americans were 
in no danger, and told toe ar- 
med forces to be on permanent 
alert. 


It said the presence of U.S. 
warships off the east African 
coast had to be taken serious- 
ly and added chat any invading 
force would be crushed before 
it reached Uganda. 

In a related development, 
Uganda has invited the U.S. 
government to_ send an obser* 
ver to President Amin's meet- 
ing with the Americans living 
in Uganda, a State Department 
spokesman said. 

But the spokesman said the 
government had not yet decid- 
ed whether to have a represen- 
tative at the meeting. 

The Ugandan Charge d' Affai- 
res in Washington, Paul Chere- 
but, telephoned the invitation 
to the State Department during 
toe weekend, the spokesman 
said. 

President Jimmy Cuter said 
yesterday that Washington was 
watching the situation in Ugan- 
da very closely and “trying 
not to upset President Amin." 

The president said the Uni- 
ted Nations had offered to in- 
tercede on American resi- 
dents' behalf “but we’ve hand- 
led our affairs through the Ger- 
man Embassy and so far the- 
re’s nothing to cause deep con- 
cern,” he added. 







A modest proposal? 

Although the integration of Sudan into the 
Egypto-Syrian political command does not automati- 
cally transform the Red Sea into an Arab lake, it is 
nevertheless a development with considerable poten- 
tial. 

The agreement, if carried through to its logical 
conclusion, could affect the destinies of over half the 
population of the Arab World, and no doubt enjoys 
the blessings of the rest of the Arab nation, with the 
possible exception of Libya, if that country is given 
reason to believe that the alignment is directed against 
it. Saudi Arabia’s Sheikh Yamani is in Khartoum and 
there are indications that the move, with its implica- 
tions for Red Sea security, has sparked his country's 
interest. 

The agreement between the three countries is 
being concluded with the newly fashionable caution 
which now characterises Arab alignments. The idea 
is to delineate areas of mutual interest and to conclu- 
de limited agreements that are justified by those inter- 
ests. This is a commendable form of caution and a 
much needed concession to realism in the Arab World. 
The Khartoum accord is, nevertheless, more than just 
a modest proposal.- 

The agreement could in future transform the Red 
Sea into an Arab lake. Saudi Arabia is trying to im- 
prove its relations with south Yemen and Somalia. 
Arab backing for the Eritrean Liberation Front would 
be a sound investment for strategic and not just ideo- 
logical reasons. Djibouti is also about to earn its 
independence this year form France, and in view of 
the rival between Ethiopian on the one hand and 
Somalia and Sudan on the other regarding the future 
of the territory, political (and military) coordination 
between Egypt, Sudan and Syria is a good, far-sighted 
measure. Lack of planning for the future has been 
a traditional Arab shortcoming. 

One way in which Syria comes into the picture 
concerns Israel’s potential involvement in the area. 
Israel is trying to rebuild its bridges with Africa and 
is obviously concerned with the gateway to Sharm AJ 
Sheikh and Eilat. Arab control over the southern 
gateway to the Red Sea could influence Israeli think- 
ing on a withdrawal from Sinai. Arab control is nei- 
ther imminent nor assured, but reports of Israeli, jets 
using Ethiopian air bases highlights the importance 
Israel is expected to attach to the question of control' 
over Bab A1 Mandab. 

A military agreement between Egypt and Sudan 
is no doubt adequate for dealing with any threat from 
Ethiopia, but not from Israel. Syria, of course/ cannot 
■be expected to intervene militarily in any conflict 
between Ethiopia and Sudan, but it is badly needed 
to offset any Israeli intervention. Whereas this would 
not sway the scales, military and political coordination 
with Syria in such a case is an obvious must. 

At the same time, the confrontation states, two 
of which are involved in the latest agreement, are 
looking to Saudi Arabia for financial support. In view 
of Saudi interest in the Red Sea, this agreement should 
make a package deal more interesting to the Saudis. 

At the same time Sudan is being transformed into 
the bread basket of the Arab World with funds from 
the Kuwait based Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development. The Khartoum agreement should help 
guarantee that these funds will continue to flow into 
Sudan. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


The Jordanian press commen- 
ted Monday on the Egyptian- 
Syrun -Sudanese mini-summit 
currently being held in Khar- 
toum. 

AL Ra'I says that the Arab 
information media has failed to 
promote clearly to the public, 
the aims of the conference, 
which being held at such a 
high level, surely is expected to 

discuss a number of vital and 
important issues. Allusions 
have been made, the paper ad- 
ds, that the Red Sea situation 
and the possibility of Sudan 
joining the Egyptian-Syrian jo- 
int leadership will be studied at 
the conference. 

A unified strategy should be 
worked out for the Red Sea 
area, considered by most as 
an Arab zone of influence, the 
paper says. The absence of 
such a strategy has enabled 
Israel to play up the importan- 
ce of the Straits of Tiran and 
Sharm El Sheikh and stress the 
necess f ty that they remain un- 
der her control to ensure for 
herself secure borders and 
free navigation rights. How- 
ever, this notion will be use- 
less if one is reminded that the 
doors to tbe Red Sea, the Bab 
A1 Mandeb, are in Arab hands 
and can therefore be dosed at 
any time. 

Another point should be dis- 
cussed at the conference, the 
paper says. Sudan is now fac- 
ing pressure from Ethiopia and 
nearby Arab states not to men- 
tion Israel. Khartoum now ne- 
eds Arab support to face these 
pressures. It should not be left 
alone. The paper adds that it 
has always blamed the troubles 
in southern Sudan on the Is- 


raelis and the revelations by 
the American press, that Is- 
rael has received American 
money to play specific roles in 
Africa, prove these charges. 

AL SHA’B under the head- 
ing ‘The expected role to be 
played by the Khartoum sum- 
mit” urges the three presidents, 
meeting in the Sudanese capi- 
tal, to undertake a comprehen- 
sive assessment of the results 
of the recent international pe- 
ace efforts and visits witnessed 
by the area. This assessment, 
the paper says, should bring the 
conferees to draw up specific 
recommendations to deal with 
the Middle East situation and 
prepare for the coming nego- 
tiating stage. They should see 
to it that their discussions 
boost Arab solidarity, which 
should be fully utilised so as to 
affect the current diplomatic 
efforts being made to solve the 
Middle East problem, the paper 
said. 

This is because we demand 
bringing about an Arab peace 
and not one which is imposed 
by enemy ambitions, or inter- 
national will. 

This wish for an Arab peace 
imposes on all Arab countries 
tbe need to build up their mi- 
litary potentials and use their 
economic power for that pur- 
pose. 

The Arabs should build their 
military strength to overcome 
that of their enemy and those 
who support it. As for their 
economic potential, the paper 
concludes, they should use 
their oil weapon and all others 
in their possession for one sole 
end; the liberation of our occu- 
pied territories. 



ECONOSCOPE By Jawari Ahmad 

Big is good, but it con be better ‘ 


There are two economic agents that 
can be big; first, a man, and second, an 
establishment Until recently it was diffi- 
cult to distinguish between the two, Le,, 
a big man was associated with the big 
establishment 

Jordan is a relatively small market 
and those who could make it big were 
a minority. All they needed was a vivid 
imagination, access to a large sum of 
money, and some political influence. 
These were the most important inputs 
required for conducting successful eco- 
nomic ventures. 

The import sector used to offer the 
most lucrative business undertakings. 
Bigness almost Invariably started from 
that sector. After reassuring handsome 
and reassuring returns, an importer 
would then start seeking other profitable 
ventures either within the import sector 
or in others. 

Inter-sector mobility was aided by a 
free economic system and by the absen- 
ce of the need to specialise. Therefore, 
we found glaring examples of a big man 
heading a big establishment with an odd 
combination of activities. 

As long as the size of each different 
venture was moderately reasonable and 
its risk margin low, such dispersion over 
a large ground was possible. This, how- 
ever, is becoming less tenable, and con- 
centration is taking a different time. 

The freedom to manoeuvre among 
sectors is gradually limiting itself. The 
reason is mainly due to the enlarging 
size of the market which does not only 
allow division of labour but requires it. 


Apy successful venture d any sec- . 
tor must now observe optimal size con- - 
alterations. Cost components are be- 
coming more sticky as is evident In the 
cases of loanable funds, wages, land, 
taxes, etc. The prices of factors of pro- ' 
duction impose a market dictate which . - 
is not easily altered, and thus determine 

a minimum film Sfaff . 

If the size of business firms or estab- ^ 
Ushmenta has to be of a given magni- 
tude, the element of risk becomes very * 
Ugh. 

To disperse risk^ equity must- be ' 
shared by many parties in order to de- - 
crease the potential share in loss. This 
wider participation in equity will lead to ’>* 
the separation of ownership from 
management. 

. The result of the. current economic' . 
happenings in Jordan is obviously a 
different kind of big men. and big estab- 
lishment. 

There will be large specialised esta- 
blishments within each economic sector, 
that are managed by able men who are 
not necessarily the owners. 

This might be a. happy develop- 
ment But beware. This young rising . 
class of aggressive and educated per- 
sons might not be more humane than 
those old versatile paternalistic mana- 
ger-owners. 

One should not pass any value 
judgments on this development before, 
one sees its conduct But government 
authorities must be on the alert to hedge . 
against its potential mischiefs. 


i 


Chirac seeks Paris mayor post 
to launch anti-left campaign 


PARIS, Feb 27, (R). — The 
campaign for the election of 
the mayor of Paris in mid- 
March has begun with ambi- 
tious Gaullist ex-Premier Jac- 
ques Chirac defiantly in tbe 
field against a personal nomi- 
nee of President Valery Giscard 
d’ Estaing. 

The president and his one- 
time premier M. Chirac who 
quit over policy differences last 
August are rivals to lead anti- 
left forces in France against 
a growing challenge from an 
alliance of Socialists and Com- 
munists. 


The Paris mayor’s post is 
a new one and is expected to 
be an influential position in the 
French political heirarchy. 


It is one of thousands of mu- 
nicipal posts to be filled in 
local elections on March J9 
and 20 - - seen as a curtain- 
raiser to a showdown between 
left and right in parliamentary 
elections just one year away. 


M. Chirac stakes his political 
future on beating Presidential 
nominee Michel d'Ornano, the 
Industry Minister, in the Paris 
vote. 


Defeat for M. d’Ornano will 
deal a serious blow to presi- 


dential prestige at a critical 
time. 

Tbe president and his ex-pre- 
mier differ sharply on how to 
tackle a threat from the social- 
ist-communist alliance, which is 
treating the municipal ballot 
as a test of its general election 
strength. 

Jhe March poll is designed 
to settle largely local 'contests 
for mayor in more than 36,000 
villages, towns and cities 
through out the country. 

Both the government forces 
and the .opposition left are 
troubled by-tintemal divisions 
and the two sides have been 
trying desperately to present 
as united a front as possible. 

On the government side, the 
Gaullists, the president's In- 
dependent Republicans and the 
Centrists have managed to ag- 
ree on joint lists of candidates 
in all but a score of the 220 
major towns. 

The Socialists and Commu- 
nists have complied joint lists 
in only 185 of these big pro- 
vincial centres, but are confi- 
dent a popular leftward thrust 
over the last five years will 
continue. 

Government supporters at 
present control about two 
thirds of France’s town halls. 


but it will be difficult to mea- 
sure the results of the muni- 
cipal vote in terms of a victory 
for left or right. 

In many towns, personalities 
count far more than politics 
in local elections. A mayor has 
greater standing in France than 
in most other European count- 
ries and in some cases his pres- 
tige can rival that of the late 
Mayor Richard Daley in Chica- 
go. 

Former Prime Minister Jac- 
ques Chaban-delmas, a Gaul- 
list "baron’-’, is unlikely to be 
removed from his fief in Bor- 
deaux, where he has been ma- 
yor for 30 years. Deputy So- 
cialist leader Gastin Defferre 
is just as firmly implanted as 
mayor of Marseilles. 

But their power will be 
dwarfed by the influence of the 
new mayor of Paris, a post that 
had over a 100-year lapse du- 
ring which the government it- 
self has virtually run the 
French capital. 

M. Chirac sees the Paris 
post, ranked by some as third 
most powerful in the country 
after president prime minister, 
as a key base for organising 
his campaign against the left 
in the coming parliamentary 
struggle. 


Britain's Labour Party members 
make call for realignment 


LONDON, Feb 28, (R). — Bri- 
tain’s ruling Labour Party, 
which is wondering how to re- 
gain some of its lost populari- 
ty, is experiencing a new height 
of bitterness between the Marx- 
ists on its left and the Social 
Democrats on its right. 




Tbe party's leaders are st- 
ruggling to maintain their pre- 
carious middle .road, convinced 
that this is the way to attract 
votes in any possible election 
in the next few years. 


But one of Labour's strong- 
est leftists, Energy Secretary 
.Tony. Benn, . was reported to 
have' said in a recent talk to tfafe 
left wing, that in British poli- 
tics “there is no middle course 
any more.” 

Ironically, his words were al- 
most echoed on a separate oc- 
casion by former Overseas De- 
velopment Minister Reg Pren- 
tice, who is an outspoken mem- 
ber of Labour's right 


Mr. Prentice even called for 
a break-up of the party so that 
moderates could reorganise 
themselves into a new Social 
Democratic grouping. 

Labour has ruled here since 
1974, with Britain in a state of 
constant economic crisis which 
has forced the government to 
take unpopular m e a s ures. 

The government’s term ends 


in 1979 but Prime Minister 
James Callaghan is expected 
to call an election before then 
to try for more seats in parlia- 
ment where Labour is hi a mi- 
nority position at present and 
relies on support from smaller 
groups, labour has 314 seats 
and the combined opposition 
parties 315. 

With this in mind, Mr. Benn 
spoke to the party's left wing 
Tribune Group about how fix- 
ture elections could be won. 

To keep leaders like Mr. Cal- 
laghan more in line with gene- 
ral party dogma, Mr. Benn pro- 
posed a series of reforms such 
as restricting the way in which 
premiers can hand out posts 
to their own supporters. 

Some leftists at the mating 
were reported to have expres- 
sed impatience at Mr. Benn, 
however. They called for chan- 
ges in government policies now. 

Meanwhile, Labour’s mode- 
rates also with an eye on fu- 
ture elections have launched 
attacks aimed at reducing the 
power of left whig. 

There - have been allegations 
that die party is being infiltra- 
ted by Trotskyists. Other mode- 
rates have complained that a 
“communist” image would rum 
the party’s chances with the 
public. 

Mr. Prentice himself is a vic- 
tim of Trotskyist infiltrators. 






who packed bis local brand 
committee in his London cons* 
tituency a year ago and voiw! 
to reject him as its candidate 
in the nekt election. 

Britain’s small Commimfr 
Party has recently publish©* 
its policy programme, advoca 
ting dose alliance with Labou 
‘to process of struggle.in wixief 
the next important stage is thr 
winning of a Labour govern 
ment which cany out a Id 
policy.”- 

Most of Labour’s moderate 
do not want to go as far as Mr 
Prentice. They want to restrai 
the influence of leftists bgtjq 
the same time to presiB$|^| 
broad nnity of various brings 

Mr. Prentice, however, tfe* 
it is too late. He told a pttbH 
meeting: ‘There has got to b 
a reali g nme nt in British poh 
tics because the present pax 
ties are not meeting, the aspire 
tions of the electorate.” 

He did not set out any blue 
print for a break-up of-th 
Labour Party, but he recent!; 
resigned from bis mihistejia, 
post, saying he could coi 
ue identifying with gov 
policies. 

It is generally believed 
he sees an opportunity, he: 
step outside Labour's rented 
form the embryo of what; 
hopes would became fin ~ 
fish Sodal Democrat Party.^^jj f 

— -Tiiiniiniim#”*' 
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6:00 Quran 
6:05 Cartoons 
6:30 Apples way 
8:00 News in Arabic 
Channel 3 
7:30 Arabic series 
8:30 Arabic series 
9:20 Reportage 


10:15 

Arabic series 

Arrivals : 

7:30 Baghdad (IA) 

1*40 

00*30 

Beirut (MEA) 
(Alitalia) 

GOT 

Channel 6 

830 

8:40 

Bangkok, Bahrain 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi 

Departures : 

8.-00 Beirut 

0330 

7:30 

News in Hebrew 

9:30 

10:30 

Kuwait (KAO 
Beirut 

830 

8:45 

Baghdad (IA) 
Beirut (MEA) 

to 


10:40 

Karachi, Kuwait (BA) 
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0630 

7:45 

Varieties 
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Aleppo, Damascus 

1030 

Cairo 


8:30 

The last of the baskets 
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VOICE Of AMERICA 

h ■ ■ - — 1*00 
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9:10 Rich man poor man 
10:00 News in English 
10:15 Hawaii 5-0 
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17:00 Cairo 
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12:00 Aqaba (SAA) 
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19:00 Bahrain, Bangkok 
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01:15 Dubai (Alitalia) 
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7:30 
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8:00 
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News 

News reports 
Sign off 
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GMT 
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05:30 
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Ghazi Fayyad 

Pharmacies : 

No details were available 
on pharmacies. The Jordan 


Times apologises tor this 
omission. 
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09:45 
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11:00 


Taxis 


Talal (25021; 
Tower (21028) 
Khayam (41541) 
Nahda (630031 


11:15 

11:30 

12:00 

12:15 

12:45 

13:00 

14:25 

14:30 


News; 24 hours 
Sarah Ward 
The World Today 
News; Press Review 
Folk and Country 
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Radio Newsreel 
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The World Today 
News 
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Sports Round-up 
News; News Shout Bri- 
tain 
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Outlook; News Sum- 
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Farming World 
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Sports Round-up 
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1830 
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0430 and 0530 GMT : 1930 
An informal presenta- 
tion of Dotmlar wwfe 
with feature repo rts 2*00 
and inter vi ew s, ans- 20:15 
were to listeners" qot a- 21:00 
tions. Science Digest. 

17:00 News ■ Roundup, Re- to 
porta. Ac tu a li ties, Opin* 2130 
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Summazv 
1730 Datettne 


Special English. News, i 

Feature : Science to A, 

the News, News Sum-. - — - 
maty. * 

Now Music USA < 

News Roundup, Repor- ) 
ts Actualities, Opinion,! 
Analyses. L 

VOA Magariire, Ameri- 
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Letters. 

Special English. News. ^ 
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r. < ? . 
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News . . . newsmakers" 
voices ... X, 
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ts, ... background feat-"' 
ores ... media commen- 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 




•H4* 


Mi 


Ambulance (government) TfeL 75111 

CM defence fe s cue » 24891-4 

Fire headquarters » 22090 - 

First aid, fire, police * 19' . 

Jordan Electric Power Co. (emergency) - » 36881-8 

Municipal water service (emergency) *>.. 87111-3 

Mce headquarters » 39141 

Najdeh, raving patrol rescue police, (English 
spoken) 24 boms a day for emergency help • 21111,37777 

Cultural Centres 

► 

American Centre (USB) W. 41820 5 

British Comma . » 38147-8 

French Cuktml Centre >' 87099 j tfcw 

Goethe Institute ^ » 41998 - 51 

Soviet Cultural Centra . ............ */ 44M8 „ 

Amman Municipal TB— ly \ 86111- . . 
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On show 

he art of 


at the Goethe Institute 


painting on wax 


- An exhibition of batik prints ■- or the unique art 
of dyeing doth -- opened today at the Goethe Insti- 
. ^ toe. On display.& a collection of prints by local artists 

‘"'tSSIL 

‘ Of a ^ Michde Mills, Ginny Barnes and Mary Zoub showing 
” arriiwals. birds, butterflies, flowers and human figures 

-k. in intricately blended shapes and colours. If you want 
** <w‘ a S Kin P se of this centuries-old art, drop in at the insti- 
ta ruii^Wtute today or tomorrow between 10-1 pjn. & 4-7 pjn. 


* 

Own.,.,'-; 


, ty Michele Mills and Dr. Blade 

• ■ 

is Jr^‘ Batik art, though it is perh- 
; r.ien ^ps a sew kind of art to this 
1 Sfidkountry, has been practised in 
“ava and in Indonesia for cen- 
rpt* fjjp. _ jries. No one, however, is cer- 
about origin. Some his- 
> Cc nonj jrians believe it originated in 

• a ole y^pT'ava and Sumatra, while others 
err ™hink Egypt was the original 

. . ome of batik, from where it 

* .ravelled through Persia and- 
ihis yjLjidia to Java. At any rate, ba- 

ar.ii Jr*k is often used for textile des- 
and has been practised for 
‘■ ,jre nn^iany years. 

k aler Uali5j. There is evidence that a sim- 
lified batik technique was wid- 


schools ah over the world. 

When you are doing batik 
work, the most suitable mate- 
rials to use are cotton or silk. 
No ‘artificial silk or man-made 
fibre .should be used. 

After washing the cloth (to 
remove the starch), drying it 
and ironing it, you select the 
design you intend to make and 
draw it on your cloth. Once 
you have selected your design, 
you must decide what your co- 
lour scheme will be, bearing 
in mind that your cloth will be 
dyed from the lightest shade to 


the darkest. You then draw 
your design with a pencil. Then 
warm up some wax (preferably 
a mixture of paraffin wax or 
ordinary candle wax and a lit* 
tie bees wax). Have brushes of 
various sizes ready and when 
your pot of wax is hot, care- 
fully cover with wax the part 
of the design that will remain 
white. You must make sure the 
wax has taken on both sides of 
your design and you then dip 
your entire cloth into a vat 
containing your palest colour. 
You let the piece dry on a' clo- 
thes line -- using plastic clo- 
thes pegs preferably -- and 
then again wax the parts which 
will remain in the softest colo- 
ur. Then you dip the cloth into 
your next colour, let it dry; and 
wax it again and so on until 
you obtain your final colour. 
You must bear in mind that ce- 
rtain colours destroy each oth- 
er; for instance, if you dip a 
piece of cloth already dipped 
in blue into yellow, you will 
not get yellow but green as the 
result. 

Finally, when your piece is 
finished and dry, rinse it care- 
fully using old sheets or, if they 
are not available, old newspa- 
pers, putting one under and 
one over the cloth and using 


> pass Jy practised in Southeast Asia' 
develnnJ ■ :une 2000 years ago when hot 
‘ u P®e;«uc was applied with a narrow 
1 OK fattened strip of bamboo. Ba- 
0n rile aler^ a Javanese word for pa- 
nuvSj J^ting on wax. The word batik 
ikes its origin from the Java- 
' — •» ^ese word “ti-tUc" meaning dots 
nd “ni-rik” meaning points. 

. In the 18th century, a deci- 
P jTl/wve advance in the art probably 
'-'“t (Resulted from the invention of 
he. “tianting”, a small copper 
TJOfti wcibie with a projecting spout 

• it- III nd bamboo hands used for put- 

ing wax on. the cloth, for fine 
paLkpa ^rfc. 

:!*. l;!i\ ■ 

r\ a v«y In the older days, the art was 
<v : h.-r. hobby of Javanese princesses, 
later on, when these prince- 
, 1t Ys £ ~7 a&s were married to noblemen 
hx-. utside the palace, it began to 
j. p , p read among the people. 

acua.:. At the end of the 19th cen- 
' Nr> ’ s! ‘^nfy great advances made in 
v ^isrhe production of chemical dyes 
a ired several artists to experiment - 
crvith batik as a medium. Now- 
idays, artists all over the world 

• '■> Uxnae batik for decorating 'small 

• ua.'.-c. hangings, lamp shades, table 

■ ,■ ‘r-.-. -.-:loths and domes. 

.1 r .. - •* . . , 

v.v ’ ■5 » -b Ba«k_is a . very ,^ojmmon Jio-„.,. r 
, 'Jhy. ih lpdia, Indonesia, Malay-. "■ 
‘ J Oa and many -other countries, • 
r ;.",:..nd it is being taught in art 

■- : .J.C It .. - - • . 

■ c 7!¥:: Is • ' ■ “ 









a very hot iron to melt and re- 
move the wax. 

Batik is a fascinating hobby 
but remember to use old clo- 
thes when working as you will 
get spasbed with all sorts of 
colours and so will your work 
room ! Also remember to use 
rubber gloves when applying 
the dyes. 

Good luck and happy ‘bati- 
king 1 !! 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
DECLARED 
TOMORROW 

AMMAN (JNA). — Wednes- 
day March 2 has been decla- 
red a public holiday on the 
occasion of - the Prophet's bir- 
thday, according to an official 
notice issued Sunday by Pri- 
me Minister Mudar Badran. 

Furthermore, the Public Se- 
curity Department has anno- 
unced that a number of Am- 
man streets will be closed 
between 3 .30-5.00 p.m. Tues- 
day, when a scout parade 
will take place on the eve of 
the Prophet’s birthday. The 
streets affected are King Hu- 
ssein, Faisal, and Hasherm 
Street up to the municipality 
building. 


Rice accord 
with Egypt 
concluded 


AMMAN (JNA). — Minister of 
Supply Marwan A] Qassem re- 
turned here from Cairo Sunday 
evening after reaching an agre- 
ement with the Egyptian autho- 
rities on supplying Jordan with 
Egyptian rice under the trade 
protocol recently signed bet- 
ween the two countries. 

It is understood that the 
price of rice this year will be 
lower than last year. 


W. Bank mayors protest 
against high land tax 

AMMAN (JNA). A number of West Bank mayors 
have protested against the high tax rates , which the 
Israeli authorities have imposed on agricultural land. 
They have, also demanded the abolition of the pro- 
perty tax in a number of villages. 

The Jerusalem A rabic -language newspaper Al 
Quds s aid the Israeli finance minister had issued a 
decree raising the annual land tax to more than 7,000 
Israeli pounds for every dunum of land. Al Quds des- 
cribed this tax as “very excessive", one which land- 
owners would not be able to pay. 

Financing of Aqaba 
project discussed 


AMMAN (JNA). — Ways of fi- 
nancing the giant JD 80 million 
project to build a tourist com- 
plex in the Aqaba area were 

OCT. 1976 TRADE 
WITH SYRIA SHOWS 
A LOSS 

AMMAN (JNA). — Jordanian- 
Syrian trade figures showed a 
loss of JD 208,000 in October 
1976. 

Jordan's exports to Syria to- 
talled JD 441,000, compared 
with JD 288,000 in October 
1975, an increase of 53 per 
cent. 

Imports from Syria amount- 
ed to JD 649,000 compared 
with JD 413,000 in October 
1975, an increase of 57 per 
cent. 

Main Jordanian exports were 
medicine, hides, perfumed soap, 
plastic utensils and gas cook- 
ers. Imports from Syria inclu- 
ded livestock, wheat, biscuits, 
cotton clothing, ready-made 
garments, sweets and kerosene 
stoves. 




NATIONAL NOTES 


#. DAMASCUS. — The Joint Jordan ian-Syrian Committee for In- 
dustrial Coordination will meet in Amman next Saturday to study 
the coordination process among industries already established and 
those about to be established or under consideration, whose in- 
vested capital does not exceed JD 2 million in both countries. 

* AMMAN. — The board of the Jordanian Automatic Bakeries 
Company Monday held a meeting chaired by the Under-Secretary 
at the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Dr. Hashem Dabbas, 
to discuss final steps to be taken to liquidate the company after 
its ownership was transferred to the Ministry of Supply. 

* AMMAN. — The Executive Council of Jordan’s Union of Cham- 
bres of Commerce will meet Thursday to discuss the union’s parti- 
cipation in Jordan Day, which the joint Arab-French Chamber of 
Commerce will bold in Paris May 25, and participation in the 
Arab Union of Chambers of Commerce conference to be held 
in Beirut in May. 

$ AMMAN. — A royal decree was issued approving the appoint- 
ment of Ibrahim Izzeddin as Ambassador to West Germany. He 
replaces the present Minister of Industry and Commerce, Dr. 
Najmeddin Dajani. 

* AMMAN. — A protocol regulating trade between Jordan and 
Sudan was submitted to the cabinet for study and approval, the 
Under Secretary at the Ministry 'of Industiy and Commerce, Dr. 
Hashem Dabbas, stated Sunday. The protocol, which was the 
result of recent economic talks between the two countries, pro- 
vides for an increase in trade exchange to $3.5 million on each 
side. 

AMMAN. — The assistant director of the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) in Amman Monday paid 
a visit to Yarmouk University, where President Adnan Badran 
informed him of present and future plans for the university. 


discussed at a meeting held 
Monday morning between Mr. 
John MacDonald, Chairman of 
the Council for the Promotion 
of Canadian Exports, and Tour- 
ism Minister Ghaleb Barakat. 

Canada is playing a major 
role in this project to boost 
Aqaba’s tourist potential. 

Earlier, Mr. MacDonald had 
talks on increasing economic 
and trade cooperation between 
Canada and Jordan with Minis- 
ter of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Abdul Salam Majali. 
Minister of Industiy and Com- 
merce Najmeddin Dajani and 
President of the National Plan- 
ning Council D.r Hanna Odeh. 


Exchange Rates 


Following are the official ex- 
change rates in effect at the 
start of today's business day, 
as set by the Central Bank of 
Jordan. 

The first column is how much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian fils for selling a unit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes how 
much it would cost you to buy 
a unit of the foreign currency : 


UJC. sterling 569.0 
U.S. dollar 332.0 
German mark 139.1 
French franc 66.8 
Swiss franc 130.9 
Italian lira (for 

every 100) 37.7 

Saudi riyai 94.0 
Lebanese pound 110.9 
Syrian pound 82.4 
Iraqi dinar 943.0 
Kuwaiti dinar 1,152.0 
Egyptian pound 465.0 
Libyan dinar 800.0 
UAE dirham S52 


37.9 

94.4 

111.7 

82.8 

948.0 
1,158.0 

472.0 

810.0 
85.8 
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In wake of Bitsios visit 

Communique urges 
Israeli withdrawal 


AMMAN (JNA). — The Jorda- 
nian -Greek communique broad- 
cast Monday in both Athens 
and Amman stressed the fact 
that Israel should withdraw 
from all Arab lands occupied 
in 1967. 

The communique was relea- 
sed after Greek Foreign Minis- 
ter Dmitri Bitsios left for Cai- 
ro Sunday on the next leg of 
his Middle East tour. 

Both countries stated their 
recognition of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and that each state in the re- 
gion is entitled to live in peace 
within secure and recognised 
borders. 


Greece signs 
trade accord 
with Jordan 


AMMAN (JNA). — Jordan and 
Greece Sunday signed a trade 
exchange agreement increasing 
trade and offering all possible 
facilities for the exchange of 
commodities between the two 
countries. The accord also aims 
to encourage trade exhibitions 
in both countries. 

A joint committee will meet 
yearly in Athens and Amman 
-- on an alternate basis --to 
follow up implementation of 
the agreement. A supplement 
to the agreement was issued 
naming the Jordanian and 
Greek goods that con be ex- 
changed. 

The agreement was signed 
for Jordan by Minister of In- 
dustry and Commerce Najmed- 
din Dajani and for Greece by 
Foreign Minister Dimitri Bit- 
sios. 


The communique went on to 
say that Jordan and Greece 
look with satisfaction on pre- 
sent efforts to reach a settle- 
ment on Cyprus, which should 
ensure the country's non-align- 
ment. 

80th countries will work to- 
gether to strengthen bilateral 
relations in the fields of econo- 
mics, commerce, culture and 
technology, the communique 
added. 

Premier Mudar Badran ac- 
cepted an invitation to visit 
Greece, extended by Mr. Bit- 
sios. 


FAO body to 
give Jordan 
$7 million 


AMMAN (JNA). — The Execu- 
tive Director of the World 
Food Programme of the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO), Mr. Robinson, Sunday 
announced that the program- 
mes will provide Jordan with 
$7 million for its school food 
programme - 

Mr. Robinson made the sta- 
tement before he and his assis- 
tant left for Rome Sunday af- 
ter a six-day visit to Jordan. 

During his stay, Mr. Robin- 
son was shown a number of 
agricultural projects. He was 
particularly impressed by the 
reclamation of desert and high- 
lands projects and the sedenta- 
risation of the be -I- Jins. He 
said the World Food Program- 
me will consider whether to en- 
dorse a five-year project to re- 
claim 200,000 dunums of high- 
lands. 


What’s Going On 


A film entitled “Aces High”. 

6&0 pjn., at the British Council, Jabal Amman. 


WANTED 

Secretary required with at least 2 years 
experience of typing English language. 
Salary negotiable according to experience and ability. 
Apply in writing to : 

The Manager, 

Arabian Seas Insurance Co. Ltd., 

P.O. Box 1914, Amman. 


TO LET 

A four-room flat with a glass veranda, kitchen and 
lavatories In Jabal Luweibdeh Business Centre at the 
first crossing of Baonyah Street Just to the west 
of Luweibdeh 1st circle. 

Contact Mr. Kama!, 
tel. 25956, for further details. 
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Technology advances to safeguard nuclear materials 


ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXI- 
CO (CSM) — Although it looks 
like an ordinary motor home, 
the vehicle being built at San* 
dia Laboratories here might 
have driven straight out of die 
pages of James Bond. 

Customised with armour 
plate, bullet-proof windows, 
and special communications 
and protection devices, this is 
the first of a new fleet of es- 
cort vehicles designed to guard 
government shipments of spe- 
cial nuclear materials (SNM). 
These are forms of ura nium 
and plutonium which --if sto- 
len - - could conceivably be 
fashioned into crude atomic 
bombs. 

Sandia experts have done a 
great deal of classified re- 
search on safeguarding nuclear 
weapons for the Department 
of Defence. In the last few 
years, they have been increa- 
singly applying their expertise 
tc devise protection for all 
sorts of nuclear materials both 
in transit and inside nuclear 
plants. 

The new escort vehicles are 
part of a general upgrading of 
the protection provided U.S. 
nuclear materials, which also 
includes a government-devised 
routing system and develop- 
ment of computer-deployed tra- 
cers, sensors, and alarms . 

A decade ago the transporta- 
tion of nuclear materials was 
carried out with minimal secu- 
rity precautions. But growing 
concern about the possibility of 
theft by terrorist groups - - 
and the growing awareness that 
terrorists might be able to use 
these materials to make a crude 
atomic bomb - - has caused the 
government to increase its pro- 
tective efforts. 

Twenty-one "super secure" 
trucks now are carrying SNM 
shipments about the country, 
says Orval E. Jones, director 
of Sandia's Nuclear Security 
Systems Division. 

There are large semi-tractor 
-trailers with special safe- 
guards built in. 

The trucks come equipped 
with radios which, at the punch 
of a button, send out a con- 
tinuous alarm signal that does 
not shut off until the communi- 
cations centre in Albuquerque 
has acknowledged the distress 
call. The truck's wheels lock 
automatically, so it cannot be 
driven to a secret location. 
Electronic locks and penetra- 
tion-resistant steel walls, quick- 
setting foam, and anti-person- 
nel gases are also incorporated. 

So far, these vehicles have 
run a total of 2.5 million miles 
without incident, says Mr. 
Jones. 

Another type of protection 
comes from a communications 
system which was improved 


several years ago. At present, 
escort couriers report the po- 
sition of the trucks every half 
hour. Under development is an 
electronics package that auto- 
matically and continuously re- 
ports the location of a convoy, 
say Sandia experts. 

In case of a heavily armed 
attack, state police would be 
notified But the capabilities of 
the police to respond vary 
greatly from one location to 


another, so the Energy Re- 
search and Development Admi- 
nistration, which has overall 
responsibility hi this matter, 
has recently completed a na- 
tionwide assessment of the sit- 
uation. This has been put on 
computer, and the results are 
used to map out the safest 
routes available for nuclear 
shipments. 

This elaborate system is used 
only for government-owned 


shipments of nuclear materials. 
At present, they represent the 
lion's share of such material 
that Is shipped However, the 
amount of this material asso- 
ciated with the nuclear indust- 
ry is expected to increase sub- 
stantially over the nest decade, 
especially if the decision is 
made to use plutonium in nuc- 
lear reactor fuel. 

There currently is debate 
over whether commercial ship- 


Iran pushes for nuclear power 
through secret channels 


President Carter in bis inaugural address said: 
"We pledge perseverance and wisdom in our efforts ! 
to limit the world’s armaments to those necessary for j 
each nation’s own domestic safety. We will move this j 
year a step towards our ultimate goal - - the elimina- 
tion of all nuclear weapons from this earth. We urge 
all other people to join us, for success can mean life 
instead of death.” Quickly on the heels of this decla- 
ration of U.S. policy comes news that Iran, which 
last year spent ten times as much cm defence and 
armaments as it did in 1972, has embarked on one of 
the world’s most ambitious nuclear power program- j 
mes. j 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (Gemi- 
ni!. — Oil-rich Iran has embark- 
ed on "one of the world's most 
ambitious nuclear power prog- 
rammes", according to a secret 
United States State Depart- 
ment document. It presents evi- 
dence that the Shah is plannin g 
to develop an- atomic bomb. 

The news raises an early ch- 
allenge to President Carter who 
declared in his inaugural addr- 
ess that it would be the aim of 
his government to work for the 
elimination of all nnrfp fir we- 
apons from the earth. 

The Shah has claimed that 
his nuclear development prog- 
ramme is to be used only for 
peaceful purposes. 

When former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger visited 
Iran last August in connection 
with a 50-billion dollar five- 
year trade agreement (including 
the sale of 6-8 nuclear reactors 
to Iran), the Shah expressed 
agreement with a U.S.-backed 
plan for regional multi-national 
centres to reprocess spent nuc- 
lear fuel 

This would safeguard against 
nuclear proliferation in Third 
World nations. The' reprocess- 


ing separates plutonium produc- 
ed from nuclear fission capable 
of manufacturing nuclear we- 
apons. 

At that time the Shah said: 
“It would really be silly if mas- 
ses of countries were to be in 
possession of two or three sil- 
ly little bombs”. 

But the secret State Dept 
memorandum reveals that Iran 
has been working on several 
secret deals that would give 
the Indian Ocean power the 
materials and equipment need- 
ed to construct a nuclear we- 
apon. 

Despite the Shah's public de- 
nials that he would try to ob- 
tain its own nuclear reprocess- 
ing plant that would supply the 
required plutonium, the State 
Dept document claims that se- 
cret negotiations have been 
conducted between Iran and 
West Germany. 
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According to the document, 
the negotiations conducted have 
been ‘to include in the (nuclear 
sales) agreement a commitment 
by the Germans to sell a repro- 
cessing plant to Iran should 
they decide to acquire one in 
the future.” 


Iran has also denied reports 
that it has agreed to purchase 
700-milllon dollars worth of 
uranium from South Africa, to 
which Iran is the Chief supplier 
of oiL Uranium is the key raw 
material needed to fuel most re- 
actors. 


The State Dept, document, 
however, c onfirms that the deal 
between Iran and South Afri- 
ca has been made. 


According to U.S. sources, 
further evidence of the Shah’s 
intentions conies from the mas- 
sive nuclear training program- 
me he has begun, and his relu- 
ctance to purchase major nuc- 
lear materials from the U.S. 

The U.S. would seem to be 
a logical nuclear supplier, as it 
has already supplied Iran with 
more than 12-billion dollars in 
sophisticated military hardware 
since 1972 — — not to mention 
thousands of U.S. advisers. But 
the U.S. places tighter restric- 
tions on nuclear sales than most 
other nations. Thus, Iran has 
moved towards nations such as 
West Germany and France for 
nuclear technology. 

The document states: “Ame- 
rican industry is participating 
In various aspects of the Iran- 
ian nuclear programme but the 
major commercial prizes have 
thus far gone to competitors; 
owing to a conflict between 
quite justifiable American con- 
cerns about nuclear safeguards 
on the one hand, and Iranian 
pride on the other.” 

The State Dept also reports 
that U.S. firms face expensive, 

| mid probably Illegal obstacles 
In doing business with Iran. 

“Foreign consultants" are ob- 
liged, the memo warns, to ope- 
-sate through firms established 
by “two influential Iranians. 
This arrangement is a natural 
for rake-offs and influence ped- 
dling,” it explained. The phen- 
omena of questionable pay- 
ments by multinational firms to 
foreign officials has been a so- 
urce of growing controversy in 
.Washington. 

U.S. sources say that Iran's 
high-powered nuclear program- 
me has fueled Saudi Arabia’s 
fears of the Shah resurrecting 
a Persian Empire, and U.S. offi- 
cials fear that if the Shah’s, nu- 
clear programme is successful 
in obtaining a nuclear weapons 
capability it will be a source of 
friction and rivalry with other 
neighbouring countries. Alre- 
ady, according to U.S. sources, 
the Saudis are rushing to deve- 
lop some kind of nuclear prog- 
ramme of their own. 

U.S. analysts fear a domino 
effect among ‘huddle powers" 
in the Third World, a possible 
proliferation of “nuclear gun- 
slingers”. India's explosion of 
a nuclear device in 1974 trig- 
gered interest amongst develop- 
ing nations to acquire tee re- 
processing plants to. extract 
plutonium from spent nuclear 
fuel 

The Indian event spurred its 
sub-continental rival, Pakistan, 
to move towards developing 
such a capability. Pakistani eff- 
orts to acquire a reprocessing 
faculty from France have been 
tendered by U.S. pressure on 
Pakistan and France* which has 
at least temporarily baited the 
deal 

But many "middle powers" 
such as Brazil/ Argentina, Is- 
rael, and South Africa are do- 
se to joining the "nuclear club” 
and some analysts feel' that 
many of these nations will ac- 
quire nuclear capability by the 
1980’s or sooner. 

The U.S. has played an ac- 
tive role in trying to hold back 
nuclear proliferation, to which 
China has responded, accusing 
the U.S. of seeking to “mam- 
tain hegemony”. 

But the disclosure about 
Iran's, nuclear hopes adds to 
the foreign policy chfm *>Tiw. s 
facing the Carter administra- 
tion. Carter has opposed the 
growing U.S. role as aims sale- 
smen as well as nuclear proli- 
feration. Moreover, Iran is ty- 
pical of many right-wing dic- 
tatorships such as South Korea, 
Brazil, Argentina and Zaire, 
that are dose allies of the U.S.. 
and will test Carter's concern 
for “human rights" as a foreign 
policy consideration. 

According to Amnesty Inter* 
national, Iran has between 
• 25,000-100,000 political prison- 
ers, and the use of torture has 
been reported. 

But these issues will be the 
. litmus test of how thorough an 
overhaul of U.S, foreign policy 
Carter envisions. ' 


meats should be protected by 
the government or by industry. 

Some critics are concerned 
that private interests would not 
do an adequate job because of 
the costs Involved. Others are 
concerned that protecting the 
nuclear industry might give 
rise to a large federal police 
force and pose a possible 
threat to civil liberties. 

The official estimate of the 
number of people needed to 
guard nuclear shipments and 
facilities is 26,000 by the year 
2000 . 

"Safeguards are expensive", 
admits Mr. Jones. Yet they 
would add less than 4 per cent 
to the total cost of nuclear 
energy * - with transportation 
protection amounting to less 
than one-twentieth of one per 
cent. 

As for protecting materials 
inside nuclear plants, “We feel 
we have now worked out a 
good approach,” says Mr. 
Jones. 

So far much of this work 
has been done on computer 
developing methods so that spe- 
cific buildings and security sys- 
tems can be analysed to de- 
termine the “soft paths, where 
the facility is most in jeopar- 
dy,'* adds Joe Stiegler, in 
charge of the building security 
effort. 

In general, the "softest 
paths'* involve an insider. 
Therefore, keeping track of per- 
sonnel is of prime importance, 
say the experts. So they have 
come up with a special identi- 
fication system. This consists 
of ordinary-looking plastic 
cards which can be carried in 
pocket, purse, or wallet. 

When an employee approa- 
ches the gate at the beginning 
of a shift, however, a detector 
“reads" the card even when it 
is out of sight and flashes a 
picture of its proper carrier on 
a screen in front of a guard. 
During working hours, detec- 
tors keep track of the position 
of each employee by mann c of 
the ID card. If someone goes 
into an area where he is unau- 
thorised, an alarm is automati- 
cally triggered. Or should a per- 
son be detected without an IB 
card, the guards are alerted. 

“This has the added value 
that, should there be an acci 
dent, it is possible to find out 
immediately where everyone is 
located,” explains Mr. Stiegler. 
He anticipates this system will 
find a place in many businesses 
outside the nuclear industry. 

These cards also will be nee- 
ded to get canisters out of 
carousel-storage racks which, 
like old-fashioned, soft-drink 
bottle dispensers, allow canis- 
ters to be removed only with 
proper authorisation. A compu- 
ter turns this carousel so that 
the employee can extract only 
the container which he is au- 
thorised to remove. 

The canisters themselves 
have built-in electronics pack- 
ages which continually report 
their positions. To make the 
expense of such a system more 
palatable to the industry, the 
electronics system also reports 
when gases build up inside the 
containers, a problem which 
currently causes considerable 
difficulty. 

Sandia experts also are wor- 
king on sophisticated perime- 
ter detectors. Most of the mo- 
ney for this development is co- 
ming from the Department of 
Defence to upgrade safeguards 
around stockpiles of nuclear 
weapons. 

These detectors combine 
ground-motion sensors, infra- 
red detectors, vibration sen- 
sors on the fences, metal de- 
tectors, and other types of elec- 
tronic monitors. 

They are linked into a comp- 
uter programmed to sound an 
alarm if certain sequences of 
events should occur. For ins- 
tance, if footfalls are detected 
and the fence is rattled, it 
might just be an animal, so no 
alarm is sounded. But If a sig- 
nificant amount of metal is al- 
so sensed, then it is more like- 
ly an attacker with weapons 
of wire-cutters, so the computer 
trips off an alarm. 

Once an attempted theft is 
detected there are two basic 
strategies. One is a built-in or 
easily activated system which 
delays the. criminals' in their 
attempt to get nuclear material 
and escape. The other is imme- 
diate response by a large guard 
force. 

"The trick is getting the right 
balance between delay and res- 
ponse,” says Mr. Stiegler.' The 
Sandia computer analyses are 
designed to determine the op- 
timum balance for each facility 
for a set cost. 

Designing safeguards in from 
the beginning is the most cost- 
effective approach, say the ex- 
perts, because a great deal of 
equipment can serve double du- 
ty- 

For instance, one security 
measure now advocated for 
plants which fabricate reactor 
fuel from plutonium involves 
locating cargo doors on the 
roof of all the trucks which 
carry plutonium oxide, in this 
way, a crane would be neces- 
sary to remove the material. 
The crane could be rigged so 
that it could not run, except 
when identification and autho- 
risation steps were properly 
carried out. 

“In this way, the crane be- 
comes part of the safeguards 
system,” says Mr. Jones. 

Already, some of these con- 
cepts are being incorporated in 
the design of new plants, say 
the experts. 
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Nuclear shfoment escort complete with armour plate and buffet proof glattr 



Control centres computerised monitoring devices keep tabs on shipments frrtransft 


BEHIND NEW YORK CITY’S DEBT LOON 
TROUBLES IN HOW TO RAISE HONEY - 




h i r: 



New York City walks financial tightrope. 


NEW YORK (CSM) — New 
York City is once again on the 
tightrope. 


This time it is walking a live 
wire since it is facing a final 
legal decision on when it must 
get its wr««Tiri»i house in or- 
der. 

Adding to the balancing act 
is the fact this year is an elec- 
tion year, and Mayor Abraham 
Beams is facing a host of po- 
tential Democratic candidates 
who promise to keep the city's 
creditors from taking over the 
day-to-day operations of the 
city. 

However, before election day 
the city has a legal mine field 
to tred. Expected very soon is 
a New York State Court of Ap- 
peals decision on how legal 
the city’s moratorium on pay- 
ing off some 1.8 billion dollars 
of short-term debts is. 


However, as bank officials 
are quick to state, the main 
buyers of any new city or MAC 
securities must be out-of-town 
buyers. The New York City 
banks claim the IB billion dol- 
lars they already own preclu- 
des any more purchases of city 
or MAC bonds. 


To complicate matters, tbffthi* 
ise is not called a raise, bu, w <\U 


raise is not called a raise, bu, w 
a "step increment". Thus, 
technically bypasses a stated 
imposed wage freeze. 


Thus, the bankers and the 
Emergency Financial Control 
Board, a state monitor of the 
city’s budget, have tried to gear 
a plan that would make New 
York City securities appeal to 
out-of-town buyers. 


Beyond the complications o 
the city’s budget looms flu 
question, will out-of-state buy 
era purchase New York Citj 
securities? Are all the law 
suits clouding the picture foi 
new bond offerings? 


In another week or two, the 
same Court of Appeals (the 
highest court in New York 
State) will decide whether or 
not the current Municipal As- 
sistance Corporation (MAC) 
bonds have any constitutional 
standing. The MAC bonds have 
specific revenues which back 
up the payment of ti e interest 
and principal. However, current 
bondholders contend this pre- 
empts their own legal rights 
to the city's revenues. 

Settlement of the suits is im- 
portant because the city and 
the banks are. convinced it must 
reenter the credit markets 
this year to meet cash-flow 
problems. 


The plans include an outside 
audit of the city's books and 
an outside trustee who would 
be responsible for paying out 
interest and principal from spe- 
cific revenues. Thus, for ex- 
ample, a permanent emergency 
fin a n c ial control board would 
take all real-estate tax reven- 
ues and use the funds solely 
to meet bond requirements. - 

This plan has come under 
fire, some observers suggest, 
because the controller, Harrison 
Goldin (running almost unop- 
posed for re-election), would 
not like to see his control over 
the city's finances usurped. 

At the same time, as the ci- 
ty’s unions have found, the 
Emergency Financial Control 
Board is a tough bargainer — 
the teacher's union negotiated 
for 17 months to obtain a 
4,198 dollar per person raise 
over a three-year period. Even 
after the negotiations, it is pos- 
sible the courts will review 
the raise. 


The director of research at 8 
-large mutual fund with a new 
tax-exempt bond fund said he 
“would feel no need to bus 
New York securities. There are 
too many other good thing! 
around without the risk." HtV 
adds the fund might find itsefc 
sued by shareholders and woultiy 
have a hard time justifying itt 
purchases before a court. Uh-V 
less the city bonds were gu* 
ran teed by the U.S. Govern**, 
meat, he wouldn't buy them. I 


However, John Goldsmith! 
partner at Prescott Ball & Turfl 
ben, a Cleveland-based broke! 
rage house, . thinks “only - 
sophisticated outsider Will bus 
New York-City securities. Most v 
people are so. turned off wher 
you mention New York City V 
you don't need to go any fur 
ther.” - \ 


.As to the lawsuits, Mr. Gol dr 
smith doesn't .believe they real- 
ly will matter ln the long run 
because only. . federal interven- 
tion wfiV keep the city afloat' 
If the courts rule against the 
city, he says, “it only makes 
a slightly larger problem." . 
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BY CHARLES H. GOREN 
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®!fe.bidding: . - 
ath West North East 
IT Pass 2 NT Pass 
Pass Pass Pass' 
ningJeadt-Sixof 

of the most frustrat- 
aspects of bridge is try- 
to unsnarl a' blocked suit. 
: occasion, however,--, you 
"enlist the aid 1 of the 
my~to resolve that block- 

bidding 'was slightly 
arget- North should have 
for a major suit game 
than simply raise ho 
a. The way to do so was 
jioy the Stayman Con- 
jtk»n. - North was too 
oug to sign off in two 
des. but not good enough 
’orce. to game with a jump 
three spades, so two 
Stayman, followed by 
ie.bid, -would have ex : 

f ssed 'bis rvalues exactly. 
eh-Sonth dutifully shows 
spade - suit. 'North can' 
|n invite .game by raising 
?e spades, and- South 
have, carried on to- 
1 shfaxiftfle in the suit— a contract 




which would not have tested 1 
declarer unduly. 

Against three no trump, 

■ West made his normal lead* 
of the fourth-best of . .his 1 

longest and strongest. De- 
clarer tried dummy's jack, 
then correctly ducked the 
first round, and won the con- 
tinuation- It seems that nine ' 
■bricks are routine, but de- 
clarer realized- that the 
spade suit might block— he 
might be forced to win the 
fourth spade in his hand, and 
. then he would have no entry 
to dummy to enjoy the long 
spade. 

Declarer tested spades by 
cashing the queen and ace. 
Had the suit divided evenly, 
he would have been able to 
win the third spade in hand, 
then cross to dummy with a 
spade to the king to cask the 
fifth 'spade. When . West 
showed out on the second 
spade, declarer realized that 
if he used the king of spades 
to draw East's jack, the suit 
would block. „ 

The solution was neat and 
. simple. Declarer abandoned 
spades and led the jack of 
hearts! A spade was discard- 
ed from his hand, thereby 
getting rid of the blocking 
card. The defenders could 
cash two more heart tricks 
to complete the book, but 
.that was all they could get. 
Declarer would win any con- 
tinuation and lead a spade to 
.dummy’s king. The table’s 
two long spades could now 
Be cashed. Five spades, one 
heart, one diamond a’nd two: 
club tricks brought de- 
clarer's total to nine. 


EBT I 

E ME 


I that scrambled word game 

[s ‘ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



HER eOYFKIENC? 
WENT FOWN WITH 
A CSV OF FAIN- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the. surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prtotanswar here: C *^ 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BELONG .GAINED 
tbe 

mending our ways— -"DETOUR" 


j Jumbles: USURY ROBOT 
[ Answer: A sign that soma of us 


iOSSWORD 

PUZZLE 

.ACROSS 


dne skeleton 30. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
35: 
,38,' 
TO. 
411 
43. 
47. 


Ich 
■riles 

’enal trunk 
kes amends - 
;:h 
tusal 

■ wi . ... . . 
"... itect- 1 
: Tpaste 


tana assm aaa 
mmm ana 

aanraa an anas 
rsnaa asm 
assaass gags 
SE H0SEJE ESS 
BQa Sanaa he 
earns ana®aas 
ana anasa 
3E@G3®n omasa 
m\3 SfflHE ElEH 
7i aaa 


/the manner ol 4& 

-:49. 
50. 


Indulgent 
Mild oath 
For 

Be indebted 
Backward ' a 
J apanese girdle . -r 
ArticJe - - S 

Swift- - '' )S. 

Ethnical " SOLUTION OF YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE 
ftrkish decree DOWN 
Indicate 


■ve' 

mad 



r 

r- 


s— 

A-'- 




- 

\ "V, 





I 

u»- 


■ 

IT 



jr 

9 

10 

"l 












ML 




IS 


3 

37 

■ 

X 



n 











32 min. 


4. Boy, in Spain 

1. Saratoga, for one 5. Used to express 
Accounts 2. Mine excavation surprise 

Quibbles 3. Oxford graduate 6. Actual being 

7. Vernon and Irene] 

8. Quota 

9. Open court 
|10. Preeminent 
|1L Nipa 
18. Reality 

0. fencing dummy 

1. Bravo 
23. Added to 
125. Small draught 

26. Bluenose 

27. Piessmg 

28. Shoolmg marble 

29. Summer in Pans 
31. Wears away 

35. Fuse partly 

36. Plant cutter bird! 

37. Girasof 
39. Angered 
4a Tart 
;42. fish 

44. Coin of Macao 

45. Tennis point 

AP NunieatuiEs . 3-1 46. French articte 



THE Hh&E ITVE FEATURE PHOTO 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MAR. 1, 1977 


Asian and black children at play in Cape Town - - What does the future hold for them ? 


&RAMOTS' 




HALLO! 

IS THIS S7I7T-2-3-4? 

TO LIKE TO RESERVE 
A SPACE FOR AN AD IN 
THE JORDAN JIMES... 
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TONIGHT’S T.V. FEATURES 

- - APPLET JVAY^ .,.. . .. ... 

PENPAL 

On Patricia’s insistence, her parents collect the necessary 
money to bring her Greek pen pal friend to the U.S. for an 
operation on iter foot. 

RICH MAN, POOR MAN : 

CHAPTER 9 

Rudy gets married to Julia and starts his campaign for the 
position of US. senator. Tom tries bis hand at becoming a 
fisherman while abroad. 

HAWAII 5-0 : 

LET DEATH DO US PART 

McGarrett searches for escaped prisoner who is accused of 
having murdered Ids wife. 


MAKE THE JORDAN TIMES WORK FOR YOU 

An advertisement in the Jordan Times will be seen 
[by some 10,000 people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
[Don't you have anything to say to- them ? 

To spread your word, contact the Jordan Times 
advertising department by phone at 67171, or in person 
at the Jordan Times- A1 Ra’i building, on University 


CUT 


CHINES! 


RESTAURANT 


In 


H f CROWN R0TISSER1E 


Hotel Jordan IniercoMinen- 
t*L Open daily for Executive 
Luncheon 1-3 pjn. Special 
International Buffet on Sun- 
days. Dinner with Uve music 
from 7 p.m, to midnight. For 
reservation please call 41361 
ext 5. 


.LICK ! 1 1 H A I 


Restaurants for b roasted 
chicken and light snacks. 
Take home, lunch or tflunerA 
Jabal Amman, First Circle. 

TeL 21083. Jabal A1 Luwetb- 
deh, Hawuz Circle. Tei.j3664S 
Jabal Al Husyein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. Tel.- 21781. 

Also in Zarka and irbed. 



First Chinese restaurant 
Jordan. 

First Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
the Ahliyah School or CMS. 
TeL 38968. Open dally from 
noon to 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p»m. 
id midnight. 

Also take home service -order 
by phone. 


1PLOMAT 


First Circle, Jabal Amman. 
TeL 25592. 

Open from 7 ajn. to 1 aan. 
Restaurant, coffee-shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. 

Oriental and European, spe- 
cialties. 


ELITE virihiiiii >r 


- Flras" Wings Hotel, Jabal 
Al luweibdeh. Tel. 22103/4. 

Choice Of THREE set me- 
nus dally for lunch, and s 
la carte. • - , 

Open 12-3 p.m. and 7-12 
p-m. Specialty: steaks. . 


For advertising in above columns contact 
«Sout WarSonTTeL S8869, 

Open from 9 am. to 1 pm, and 4-6 pjn. 


LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 



Your 

Daily 



from the CARROLL RIGHTER INSTITUTE 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early part of the day 
is not good for any confrontations. Later you can make 
progress in finding the right thoughts under which you 
can best operate and gain the answers you need. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A new project needs more 
study to be successful. Do some entertaining at home 
tonight and discuss future with congenials. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Try to be more helpful 
toward others at this time. You have to exercise much care 
in motion today if you are to avoid trouble. 

GEMINI {May 21 to June 21) Study your financial 
position and find a practical way to have more abundance. 
Strive for increased happiness. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Your personal 
PT TTta may seem difficult to attain during the day but all 
works out fine by evening. Be logical. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Find the right way to remove 
obstacles in the path of your progress. Take proper health 
treatments and improve your appearance. 

VIRGO {Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) The daytime is not good 
to pursue a new friendship. Try not to argue with anyone 
and try to be harmonious with others. 

LIBRA ( Sept . 23 to Oct. 22) Obtain the support you 
need from a higher-up and advance in your line of 
endeavor. Relax at home tonight. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Study the ideas you 
want to put in operation but don’t make any definite 
decisions until later in the day. Be wise. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Your hunches are 
not as accurate as usual, so trust only your good 
judgment. Take no chances with your reputation. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Conduct your work 
in a most efficient way and gain excellent results. Do 
nothing that will cause tension with co-workers. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Engage in creative 
work early and then you have time left over for recreation 
you desire. Show others you have wisdom. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Try to understand ideas 
of kin better and support them where feasible. Use 
common sense and you add to present security. 


lill 

DENMARK I 

Bjjeregard 


'But darling, payday isn't until tomorrow 1 / 


THE BETTER HALF . By Barnes 



1977 Ihrfirguvif 
mid Intw Sandra* 


^ v )e§ s— 

^ - - - - - _ ^ILJ— 

"l don't put on weight for myself, you know. 1 have to. 

or. people might start to think you're o bad cook!" 



2-28 





I knew he wasnt 

5ER10U5 „HE WAS JUST 
(TALKING ‘TDN6UE IN BEAK'/ 



THE FLINTSTONES 






| MUTT AND JEFF 


11 
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j’s allegations against 
rocco were “premature” 


Non-aligned news pool opens 
ministerial meeting in Tunis 


LOME, Feb 28. (AFP). — An 
Organisation of African 'Unity 
(OAU) report, allegedly impli- 
cating Morocco and Gabon in 
last month's abortive mercena- 
ry-led coup in Benin, was dist- 
ributed here “prematurely”, it 
was stated today. 

The report, circulated to the 
OAU’s Ministerial Council meet- 
ing here, led to a Moroccan 
walkout on Saturday. Morocco 
said it would no longer take 
part in any OAU activities 
while the organisation failed .to 
respect its charter principles 
concerning the sovereignty of 
member states. 

Togolese Foreign Minister 
Edem Kodjo, hose chairman of 
the ministriai session, said to- 
day it was an OAU administra- 
tive mistake to circulate' the 
report before an OAU delega- 
tion had returned from a fact- 
finding mission in Benin. 


He expressed surprise over 
Morocco’s decision to walkout, 
particularly as the debate on 
the reported Benin raid had 
gone ahead "admittedly in a 
somewhat tense atmosphere” 
and a satisfactory decision had 
been reached. He did not say. 
however, what this decision 
was. 

Another factor influencing 
Morocco’s decision to withdraw 
was the presence here of a 
delegation from the Saharan 
liberation movement Pollsario. 


TUNIS, Feb. 28 (AFP)- — The first government ministerial meeting to programme the 
creation of a non-aligned news agency pool opened here today. 

The chairman, Premier Hedi Nouira of Tunisia, told delegates from 15 countries that 
their was “the extension and essential corollary” of the search for a new world 
economic order. 

The decision of last August’s non-aligned nations’ summit in Colombo to set up a news 
nynrfM pool had, he said, run Into “the suspicion, the manifest hostility even, of the great 
Western news organs.” 

Stressing that “we believe in dialogue and reject isolation ” he said “we are fighting the 
monopoly in the field of news only because we hope for fruitful cooperation based on 
equality and Justice.” , 

The two-day meeting was scheduled to study the ways in which the news agencies 


Norway refuses residence permit 
to female Israeli secret agent 


pool could cooperate with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultu^ Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO), a body which won special thanks from Mr. Nouira for its decisive con- 
tribution” to the cause. 


OSLO. Feb. 28 (AFP). — Nor- 
way today continued a police 
court decision to expel a for- 
mer Israeli secret service agent 
from the country. 

The state Aliens Board - - a 
government body responsible 
for foreign residents -* ruled 
that South African-born Mrs. 
Sylvia Rafael Schoedt, 39. 
would not be permitted to set- 
tle here, although she is mar- 
ried to a leading Norwegian 
lawyer. 

In 1973. Mrs. Schoedt. then 


Miss Sylvia Rafael, was semen- Schoedt - - one of Norway 
ced to six-years-and-six-months best known attorneys, 
imprisonment for her role in . In its. statement today, t 
the slaying of Mr. Ahmad Bou- Aliens Board acknowledg 
chiki. an alleged member of a what it termed the bumaafti 
Palestinian commando group, ian aspects of the case, but i 
Mr. Bouchiki was killed at id it could not authorise a re 
the winter resort of LiHaham- deuce permit 
mer. 180 kms north of here. A The Schoedts were not av 
court heard testimony that the liable for comment, 
murder was carried out by a 


ian aspects of the case, .but i, v 
id it could not authorise a re/" 
deuce permit v ‘ 

The Schoedts were not av .- " 
liable for comment. 


Ian Smith interviewed: If whites accept changes, 
they still have role to play in Southern Africa 


JOHANNESBURG. 


realise that “racial discrimina- 


(AFP). — Rhodesian Premier tion is unacceptable” and that 


But he maintained that the 
report -- distributed by OAU 
Deputy Secretary General Peter 
Onu - - would not differ essen- 
tially from that of the OAU's 
delegation. 


Ian Smith said in an interview 
published here today that 
whites still bad a place in 
Southern Africa provided they 
accepted that “there will have 
to be big changes in this part 
of the world.” 

Mr. Smith told the Citizen 


it is regarded as one of the 
“greatest crimes in this world 
today.” 

Mr. Smith has been strong- 
ly criticised by Rhodesian right- 
wingers for taking steps to abo- 
lish some of the country’s race 
laws, in particular the Land 


newspaper that whites should Tenure Act which divides land 


equally between the 280,000 
whites and six million blacks. 

The rightwing of the ruling 
Rhodesia Front Party has ac- 
cused Mr. Smith of abandoning 
the “principles” on which he 
was voted into office. 

Mr. Smith reaffirmed his 
plan to achieve an internal set- 
tlement with Rhodesian blacks 
excluding the leaders of the 


ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS NEWS 


hardline Patriotic Front Robert 
Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo. 

Including the Front “would 
simply proride an opening for 
the Russians into Rhodesia. 
Once they had got their foot 
in the door here, we must ac- 
cept they would never end un- 
til they had completed their 
whole mission in Southern Af- 
rica,” he said. 

Mr. Smith said in the inter- 
view that the nationalist guer- 
rillas did not control one square 
inch of Rhodesian territory. He 


also regretted the more militant 
role now being played by Bots- 
wana. 

He said however that as a 
“realist” he had to envisage* 
the possibility of sabotage on 
the railway linking Rhodesia 
with South Africa which cros- 
ses Botswana. 

But Mr. Smith underlined 
that the other railway line di- 
rect from Rhodesia to South 
Africa was working normally. 
He described relations with Pre- 
toria as “first class”. 


15-member Israeli “counterter- 
rorist” squad organised by Is- 
rael's secret Mossad service. 

Similar murders were repor- 
tedly carried out by members" 
of the same group in Rome, 
Madrid and Paris. 

Five persons were caught and 
convicted of the murder a{ Li- 
Ilehammer, drawing sentences 
from one year in prison to six 
years and six months. 

All were pardoned before ser- 
ving out their terms. Miss Ra- 
fael left prison to return to So- 
uth Africa, but came back here 
in December after having wed- 
ded the lawyer who defended 
her at the trial - - Mr. Annaeus 


LIBYA ACCUSED 
OF ALEXANDRIA 
HOTEL BLAST .* rt t 


CAIRO, Feb. 28 (Am 


persons were injured Sated 
when a bomb exploded la 
Alexandria hotel. It was oJ 
dally announced here yw» 
day. The Public Prosecute 
Office said the man ntnu 
Me tor the bombing, an em 
ttan, was arrested yetteril 
morning and has confessed 
having been recruited by LBi 
to eanry out sabotage acthrft 
hi Egypt. - 


-.aiiit 


Iran’s economy settles down to slower pace 


Thai troops attack 
Communist rebels 
south of Bangkok 


Sino-Soviet border 
parley shows signs 
of new difficulties 


TEHRAN, Feb. 28 (AFP). — 
The Iranian economy seems to 
be settling down to a less hec- 
tic pace that is more in keep- 
ing with its capacity and the 
new oil revenue. 

Budget proposals allow for a 
gross national product (GNP) 
increase of 13 per cent in vol- 
ume for the next 12 months, 
which is about the same as for 
last year. 

This rate is well below the 
42 per cent record growth of 
1974 and 1975 subsequent to 
the big oil price rise. But even 
the new' rate is still one of the 
highest for nations run on the 
free market principle. Iranian 
officials say. 

Iran has a number of handi- 
caps including weak infrastruc- 
tures, insufficient electricity, 
and a lack of skilled personnel 
estimated ‘at 400,000' 

There is uncertainty, mean- 
while. about future oil revenue. 
The figure suggested for the 


coming 12 months is $19,500 
million, which would be around 

10 per cent below the figure 
of two years ago, in spite of 

011 price rises since then. 

If the higher prices for im- 
ported products are also taken 
into account, Iran's purchasing 
power has slumped by nearly 
half since early 1974. 

This restricts Iran’s ability 
to invest in development. 

It explains why Iran is inc- 
reasingly attempting to con- 
clude equipment-for-oil barter 
deals with Western countries 
on the lines of those with East 
Europe in recent years. 

For the year starting next 
month, the total budget is 
about $50,000 million. Empha- 
sis will be laid on electricity 
generation and transportation, 
especially on the completion of 
projects already in hand. Ano- 
ther big effort will go into 
professional training for 300,000 
persons. 


U.S. federal loans to New York 
depend on guaranteed repayment 


NEW YORK, Feb. 28 (R). 
— The U.S. Treasury has war- 
ned New York City that it 
must reach agreement on a 
plan to repay SI billion in sh- 
ort-term loans before it can 
have a federal emergency loan. 

City officials say that with- 
out the loan the city would be 
forced into bankruptcy early 
next month. 

Treasury Secretary Michael 
Blumenthal told Mayor Abra- 
ham Beame yesterday that the 
city’s request for a $255 million 
loan could not be approved un- 
til the city and its major cre- 
ditors - - the major New York 
banks and municipal unions — 
had agreed on 3 repayment 
package. 

The city, banks and unions 
have been meeting since last 


November when the state’s hi- 
gest court ruled unconstitution- 
al a moratorium on repayment 
of short-term loans as part of 
the city’s broad scheme for re- 
maining solvent. 

The banks have insisted, the 
city raise a portion of the mo- 
ney by issuing a new municipal 
bond accompanied by long-term 
outside review of future city 
budgets. The unions have op- 
posed the review proposal on 
grounds that It would interfere 
with collective bargaining. 

An aide to Mr. Blumenthal 
said the treasury secretary was 
insisting “he would have to 
have an agreement in principle 
(on the repayment package) in 
order to make a finding that 
there was a reasonable pros- 
pect for repayment.” 


WALL STREET REPORT 


Prices eked out a slight gain Monday on the New York stock 
exchange where the industrial average rose about three points in 
quiet trading. The market see-sawed in a narrow range through- 
out most of the day and investors paid little attention to announ- 
cements from the Commerce Department that the U.S. trade 
balance had a record deficit in January and that the government’s 
index of economic indicators declined per cent in January, its 
biggest monthly drop in two years. 


Gainers led losers at the bell by a small 702 to 687 margin. 


Oil, steel, paper, aircraft, computer and utility issues showed 
some strength, along with car manufacturer shares, where Ford 
Motor gained 7/S to 57-7/8. Sony rose 1/8 to 9-3/4 in active 
trading, while British Petroleum fell 1/8 to 15-1/4. 

At the close, the industrial average shows at 936.42, a gain 
of 2.99 points : Transp at 221.90, a gain of 0.09 ; utilities at 105.28, 
a gain of 0.31. 16,220,000 shares changed hands, of which 3,070,000 
during the last hour. 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 


The maiket moved higher Monday in light to moderate 
trading and at 15:00 the F.T. Index was up 9.4 at 411.1. 


Buying interest was prompted by hopes of tax concessions 
in next month's budget proposals which in turn may help extend 
government’s pay restraint, The strength of sterling and pros- 
pects of a fall in Interest rates also helped sentiment, dealers said. 


price of gold, dosed In London Monday at $142.75/oz. 


In about eight years' time, 
Iran expects oil exports to start 
declining. So it is trying to imp- 
rove tax revenue and boost 
non-oU sales abroad. 

Already oil exports provide 
only 70 per cent of the budget 
revenue against 80 per cent two 
years ago. The rest comes from 
taxes, even through many firms 
do not pay any, as well as 
from customs ($6,000 million) 
and both internal and interna- 
tional loans ($3,500 million), 
not forgetting the income of 
state concerns ($18,000 million). 

Non-oil exports are at pre- 
sent no greater than $700 mil- 
lion, because Iran has little to 
offer except raw materials. In 
any case, Iran itself absorbs 
most of this non-oil production. 


In some sectors like agricul- 
ture. demand exceeds output, 
a phenomenon that pushes pri- 
ces up. The current price rise 
is more than 20 per cent per 
annum. 

Hitherto the increase in wage 
rates, average 25 per cent a 
year for the past three years, 
has been greater than the cost- 
of-living rise of 15 per cent 
average. 

In future the government will 
endeavour to link pay rises with 
productivity, the underlying 
purpose being to improve the 
competitiveness of Iran's in- 
dustry. 

Additionally, a hand-up will 
be provided for people wbo 
have so far lost out on the 
boom. 


£422 million allocated 
for Sudan’s agriculture 


KHARTOUM, Feb. 28 (R). — 
Allocations for Sudan’s agricul- 
tural sector under the six-year 
development plan totalled 715 
million Sudanese pounds (£422 
million) the Sudanese news ag- 
ency SUNA said Saturday. 

It said the private sector’s 
share of these allocations was 
estimated at 290 million Suda- 
nese pounds (£171 million). 


The agency reported that 
under the same plan, the volu- 


me of investments would be in- 
creased from 319 million Suda- 
nese pounds (£180 million) in 
1976/77 to 633 million Sudane- 
se pounds (£374 million) in 
1982/83. 

Exported goods and services 
are expected to increase II per 
cent under the plan from 214 
million Sudanese pounds (£126 
million) to about 400 million 
Sudanese pounds (£236 million) 
by 1982/83 based on the prices 
of 1976/77. 


BANGKOK, Feb. 28 (AFP). - 
Government forces launched an 
all-round offensive against Com- 
mjnist insurgents in Surat Tha- 
ni Province, 660 kms. south of 
here during the weekend, it 
was announced today. 

Fourth Military Region Com- 
mander, Gen. Phin Thammasri, 
said the offensive included a 
curfew, an economic blockade 
of "red” districts, confiscation 
of ail personal firearms and the 
stationing of army units in ul- 
lages. 

The province's Communist 
guerrillas have about 1,000 ar- 
med men supported, either vo- 
luntarily or under duress, by 
several thousand villagers of 
eight districts. 

They are operating from se- 
ven or eight fortified camps 
set up on the jungle-covered 
slopes of the Banthad moun- 
tain range, which stretches se- 
veral hundred kiolmetres from 
south of Bangkok to near Kua- 
la Lumpur. 

According to intelligence re- 
ports, rnanv Communist cadres 
trained in China and northern 
Vietnam have been sent back 
to plantations and factories in 
southern Thailand in order to 
organise the local inhabitants 
into Communist cells. 

Meanwhile, four soilders, inc- 
luding a lieutenant, were woun- 
ded yesterday in a mine explo- 
sion in the Viengsa district, one 


of the Communist strongholds 
in Surat Than! Province, official 
reports said today. 

Prince VJlralongkom,' heir to 
the Thai throne and a captain 
in the royal army, who recent- 
ly visited military outposts In 
the area, organised the rescue 
of the wounded by helicopters. 

It was this district that Prin- 
cess Rangsit, the queen's pri- 
vate secretary, was killed two 
weeks ago by Communist fire 
while flying in a helicopter on 
a rescue mission. 


PEKING, Feb. 28, (R). — 
Russia’s chief negotiator at the 
stalled Sino-Soviet 'border t»ikw 
left Peking today and informed 
sources said Moscow has given 
up hope of an early breakth- 
rough- 


hands with his Chinese eot 
teipait, Mr. Yu Chan, s 
wishing him good hick 1 
good health. .. 


The envoy, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Leonid Ilyichevr Bald, 
however, that although his to- 
ur was over the talks would 
continue. 


His arrival here, last No 
mber, was. seen aa part of 
wider Soviet scheme to ftan. 
fresh dialogue with the fa 
Chinese administration of f 
airman Hua Kuo-feng. 


Questioned at Peking Airport 
on the progress of the negoti- 
ations, he replied: “All nego- 
tiations achieve something.” 
Mr. Ilyichev was in an ap- 
parently jovial mood, shaking 


-Ben Gurion’s lore affair 
made public for 1st time 


News of Mr. Ilyichev* 
call came as no surprise to t 
alysts here. Since chutwr 
Mao Tse-tung's* death last S 
tember, Peking has shown 
apparent interest in a rappro 
meat with Moscow and has 
ntlnued its anti-Soviet pro 
ganda. 


Neither side released dot 
of the talks, which have dr 


TEL AVIV, Feb. 2S (AFP). — 
Former Israeli Premier David 
Ben Gurion carried on a secret 
love affair for 15 years with an 
English Catholic woman he met 
in London during World War 
n, it was revealed in a newly 
published book here today. 

In the second part of his bio- 
graphy of the Zionist leader, 
Israeli historian Mikhael Bar- 
Zohar says that Mr. Ben Gurion 
was already 53 when he met 
in 1940 Miss Doris May, 41, 
who was then private secretary 
to Dr. Haim Weizmann, later to* 
become the first president of 
Israel. 

An Oxford graduate. Miss 
May; says Mr. Bar-Zohar, was 
pretty, intelligent, elegant, cul- 


tured, fond of poetry and well- 
read in history. » 

The two met and correspon- 
ded for more than 15 years. No 
one, except for a-, few close 
friends of Mr. Ben Gurion, ev- 
er suspected the relationship. 

Many separations marked the 
couple’s idyll- 
ic was “tragic” that only the 
channel separated Hwm “and 
yet we are as far apart as if 
we lived at the North .and 
South Poles,” Miss May wrote 
Mr. Ben Gurion when he was 
in exile in'Paris in 1946. 

She later worked at the Isra- 
eli Embassy in London and vis- 
ited Israel several times. They 
met for the last time in 1966. 
She died two years later. 


or me rants, wmen nave or t 
ged on since the 1969 anr‘-|f* 
clashes on the Ussuri River"* 
ontier. The main! .. . 

Mr. Ilyichev did not make f 

fresh proposals. 


There was no. indical .. 
when the envoy would 
to open substantive negtr" 1 ’ 
tions. Periodic Iower-IeveF 
etings are expected to conti 
between Chinese officudfli,', . . 
Moscow's resident 
team headed by Mr. 
bnov. 

“Official business” 
cited as the reason 1 totJl 
Ilyichev’s recall. Moscow’s./ 
bassador here, Mr. Vacfly T “ 
stikov, said the envoy pbuT 
to accompany Soviet PresW 
Nikolai Podgorny On a tour 
Africa next month. 


Israeli government, trade 
unions agree on pay rise 


Question of Djibouti’s independence is not only of local interest 


By Marie Joannides 


TEL AVIV. Feb 28, (R). — Is- 
raeli government and trade un- 
ion representatives today ag- 
reed on a pay rise for 40,000 
civil servants to solve a dis- 
pute which had threatened to 
close all government services. 

The accord, which also co- 
vers another 100,000 municipal, 
university and Jewish Agency 
employees, is expected to cost 
the Treasury one billion Isra- 
eli pounds (nearly $100 million). 

The civil servants - - half the 
total number of public employe- 
es in Israel - - have won month- 
ly salary increases of between 
200 and 850 pounds ($20 to 
$85) and higher overtime pay 
back-dated to April last year. 


Similar wage agreements 
were signed last week by en- 
gineers and academics in gov- 
ernment service. Teachers were 
expected to sign one today al- 
so. 

The unions said wage increa- 
ses and cost-of-living allowan- 
ces granted last year had been 
eroded by spiralling inflation 
which topped 38 per cent in 
1976 and could reach 50 per 
cent this year. 

Meanwhile, hospital doctors 
called off a threatened strike 
early today after the govern- 
ment agreed to -grant them the 
advance payment on promised 
salary increases. 

The doctors were promised 
pay increases tree months ago. 


PARIS, Feb. 28 (AFP). — 
The upcoming independence 
of the French territory of 
Afars and Issas (Djibouti), like- 
ly to be proclaimed next sum- 
mer, is sparking even further 
interest among its immediate 
neighbours, Arab countries, 
especially those bordering the 
Red Sea, and by the big pow- 
ers. 

This small, arid territory 
with an area of 23,000 square 
kms. is strategically located at 
the entrance of the Red Sea and 
opposite the Aden Gulf. 

Djibouti is both Ethiopia’s 
life-blood to the sea and a na- 
tural, “historic” part of the 
"Great Somali Nation”. 

The Arabs see it as a factor 
of stability in this troubled re- 
gion at the Horn of Africa, and 
the most moderate Among 
them, such as ' Saudi Arabia, 
regard it as an essential coun- 


ter-weight to Soviet penetra- 
tion, already evident in Soma- 
lia and South Yemen, and now 
spreading to Ethiopia. 

The Soviet Union is trying 
to strengthen its position In the 
Indian Ocean to counter the 
U.S. presence. The U.S. navy’s 


This conference is to set a 
date for a referendum on the 
granting of indendence perhaps 
next April, and to examine fu- 
ture cooperation agreements 
between the new state and-the 
former colonial power. 

France, which has been so- 


Indian Ocean fleet has a major landing out all the parties con- 

Kooa niam i T„ , *1 la 


base at the Diego Garcia ; Is- 
land and many port facilities 
in “friendly countries” of the 
area. 

But for the time being, the 
two superpowers seem to exert 
a moderating influence to avert 
conflicts between countries of 
the region. 

In addition, the French pre- 
sence in Djibouti has done 
much to preserve some sort of 
balance of power. In this pers- 
pective, the conference, which 
opens today here between the 
French government and Djibou- 
ti’s various, political factions, 
will be followed with a great 
deal of attention. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


TEHRAN Feb. 28 (AFP). — Saudi Arabian oil is being sold on 
■ Western markets at 9 tier cent more than last year’s nrice. 


■ Western markets at 9 per cent more than last year's price, 
although Saudi Arabia raised its rate by only five per cent on 
Jan. 1, Iranian Minister of State Jamshid Amuzegar said here. He 
said on television that, subsequent to the 5 per cent increase, 
Saudi Arabia was selling its oil at $12.06 a barrel but the same 
oil was being marketed at $12.6. 


TRIPOLL Feb. 28 (AFP). — Cuban leader Fidel Castro will begin 
I an official visit to Libya tomorrow, Libyan Radio announced to- 
an official visit to Libya tomorrow, Libyan Radio announced to- 
day. It did not indicate the length of the visit, which will coincide 
with a general peoples’ congress at Sabha. 


B RUSSELS, Feb. 28 (AFP). — Belgium’s French-speaking Ras- 
sembleraent Wallon Party has threatened to quit the coalition 


TOKYO, Feb. 28 (AFP). — Japan will urge Western nations to headed by Mr. Leo Tin de mans unless solutions are proposed by 
■ refrain from protectionist policies, at a preparatory meeting next Friday to the seemingly isoluble problems caused by the 

for the third economic summit meeting of industrialised nations, 1 — 


Premier Takeo Fukuda said today. He gave instructions to this 
effect to Deputy Foreign Minister Bunrno Yoshino who will at- 


tend the preparatory meeting in Washington on March 12 and 
13. Noting that the Issue of global trade was a main topic for 


country’s linguistic division. The- ultimatum, delivered last night 
by Rassemblement chief Paul-Henry Genderbien, is not the first 
and Mr. Tindemans a Christian Socialist has survived since May 
1974, which is a long time by Belgian standards. 


cemed in the region, says it is 
open to all suggestions from 
the Djibouti representatives. 

Beside economic cooperation, 
which will be vital to the new 
state, France might also main- 
tain some sort of military pre- 
sence if the delegates request 

Some Arab states and Ethio- 
pia, concerned about “a too ra- 
pid destabilisation," have dis- 
creetly informed France that 
they would prefer “not to see 
France withdraw, completely 
from the region.” 

Somalia and Ethiopia, ' the 
two rivals who in the past had 
laid claims to Djibouti, have 
now given solemn assurances 
that they will respect the in- 
dependence of the future state. 
France was particularly pleased 
by the moderation expressed 
by Somalia, which has been 
toning down its propaganda 
lately. 

However, Paris admits that it 
has failed to dissipate the fears 
of Ethiopia, which? . according 
to informed sources, seems to 
feel that French policy has now 
tilted towards Somalia. 

This Ethiopian attitude resul- 
ted from the overthrow, last 
year, of Mr. All Aref, former 
leader 1 of the territory's local 
ruling council. Mr. Aref is an 
Afar (of Ethiopian descent, 
while Issas are of Somali des- 
cent) and bis opposition party. 


the summit, Mr. Fukuda said it was vital to avoid protectionism, 
even though some Western countries had serious trade gap pro- 
blems. 


Government bonds led the advance, gaining over a point 
among longer maturities while shorts finned up to 5/8. Thin 
conditions accentuated gains, dealers added. 


N EW YORK, Feb. 28 (AFP). — China appears to be in the 
maiket for Western militarv hardware, the New York Times 


the National Independence Un- 

A DEN, Feb. 28 (AFP). — An Omani military commander was ion (UNI) Is boycotting the 

killed and three other men seriously injured in a battle last Paris conference and <wnt-oaH 
month with guerrillas from the Popular Front for the Liberation 

of Oman, the front announced in the South Yemeni capital yes- — — - ■■ 

terday. The commander, a Baluchi had been hired by Omani ■ - 


has called for a debate to ■ 
sponsored by the Organised . 
of African Unity (DAU). 1 

This is scheduled to l : 
place in Accra, Ghana, sc 
time next month. 

Mr. Aref resigned after 
ruling party was put in mt 
rity in the Chamber of De 
ties. He charged that Ffar. . . 
which had put him in of 
and backed him for sevt.- 
years, had betrayed him by n . 
choosing to favour Issas * . 
other Somali ethnic grot 
over his own. 

France and the leaders 
the future state will have to . 
to reassure Ethiopia, wh 
badly needs the port of 1 
bout! as it is being sufloca 
by the Eritrean .rebellion. M 
sawa, Ethiopia’s only ma, 
port, is located in the war4*.« 
northeastern province of I ‘ 
trea. 

Djibouti leaders will > !' 
have to negotiate with Eti“ 1 1 
plan authorities the future 
the French-Ethiopian rallw,: . 
owned 50 per cent by Efhkqiftl 
27 per cent by France and 1 
rest by private shareholder. 

A clause in the railway ag .- 
ement, signed in 1959, stipi 
tes ■ that Ethiopia right ' . 
access to the Djibouti Port, 
well as possibilities to eat- ■ 
fish customs posts, Including . . 
wartime. 

Djibouti’s economy is aim ■ 
exclusively based on the a -• 
vice sectors. The territory ■ , 
pends on its port, the Fran . 
Ethiopian railway and r Frer - 
aid for its survival. 

Most economic activities i v 
concentrated in the city of I 
bout! itself, where the ma-. : 
rity of the population is of *- 
mall descent (Xssa, Isaak, Gi > 
abound). Afera predominate . , 
the rest of the' territory: 


B.P. was prominent among equities by adding 20p. Gold 
shares moved higher with the bullion price. 


Shell finished lOp up, while gains of 6p to 9p were scored by 
Rank, ICI. Court aids, Glaxo, EMI, Guest Keen, Hawker, Tube 
Investments, Beecham, Metal Box and Unilever - - which reports 
Tuesday. 


"market for Western military hardware, the New York Times 
said today. The New York daily noted that Peking seemed to be 
looking particularly in the direction of the British vertical take- 
off Harrier fighter and reconnaissance jet. The Chinese govern- 
ment had not yet made an approach to the United States over 
the purcfrace of military equipment but the subject was already 
causing some heart-searching among Defence and State Depart- 
ment officials, the newspaper said. 


forces, the announcement added. The battle took place on Jan. 
27 in the Janin Valley near the eastern district of the Omani 


Province of Dhofar, it said. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Second line issues scored a broad advance led by insurances 
where Commercial Union ended 6p up after a return to frill par 
profitability. Royal added lOp. 


M ADRID, Feb. 28 (AFP). — Nearly 14,000 farmers blocked 
roads in northern Strain with tractors vesterdav. in a 


T IVAT, Yugoslavia, Feb. 28 (R). — LieuL Col. Atnafu Abate, 
Vice Chairman of Ethiopia's ruling Military Council, left Yu- 
goslavia today after a four-day visit during which he had talicw 
with President 1110. The visit is believed to have been part of 
efforts by Ethiopia to establish closer ties with Communist coun- 
tries. 


l* 1 roads in northern Spain with tractors yesterday, in a grow- 
ing movement claiming a price policy, social security and the 
setting up of a trades’ union. About 2,000 in the Basque Province 
of Alava were making their first appearance in the movement, 
which began in Galicia on Jan. 19 and later spread to the Pro- 
vinces of Alava, Leon, Logrono, Navarra and Burgos. No inci- 
dents were reported, but the situation remained tense. 


I ONDON, Feb. 28 (AFP). — King Khaled of Saudi Arabia, who 
■■ underwent hip surgeiy here on Feb. 15, was making "very 


good progress” informed sources said here today. King Khaled 
will remain for a few more days in the Wellington Hospital were 
he is under treatment Sources close to the king refused to com- 
ment on recent press reports that he was to undergo a new -ope- 
ration in a few days. 


AUB Entrance' Examinations are scheduled In \ 
Amman for Friday, April IS, and Saturday, : , 
April 16. Interested students may register at . 
the AFME Centre, Jabal Luweibdeh, Saturdays 
to Wednesdays Inc lusi v e , fromv&OO am to - v 
2A0 pm Telephone 24485. 

The examination fee Is XD 5.000 for each test taken c , 




